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Abstract 

The principle of the primacy of existence leads to a shift and reclassification of primary 

and secondary philosophical Intelligibles. According to the principle of the primacy of 

existence, existence must have individuals or concrete counterparts and cannot be 

considered a secondary Intelligible without a concrete external counterpart. Additionally, 

based on this principle, the attributes of existence are aspects of the essence of existence 

and will have concreteness and externality similar to existence itself, whereas essences only 

have conceptual identities and lack externality. This issue is examined through a 

descriptive-analytical approach, revealing that neither can the claim of reclassifying all 

intelligibles be fully accepted, nor can one assert the lack of externality of existence and its 

true attributes. Based on the effects of the principle of the primacy of existence on the 

nature of intelligibles and considering the ontological and epistemological explanations of 

intelligibles, as well as the differentiation between true attributes of existence and other 

intelligibles, the findings of this paper lead to the conclusion that the principle of the 

primacy of existence results in existence and its true attributes being primary intelligibles 

in both epistemological and ontological explanations. Essences are considered secondary 

philosophical intelligibles from an ontological perspective but primary from an 

epistemological perspective. Intrinsic attributes of existence, relative, additional, and 

negational intelligibles will be secondary philosophical intelligibles according to both 

epistemological and ontological explanations. The reclassification of intelligibles also 

leads to a new classification based on the principle of the primacy of existence. 

Keywords: Primary Intelligibles, Secondary Intelligibles, Philosophical Intelligibles, 
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Introduction 

The theory of principality of existence gave an existential face to philosophy and directed 

the subject of philosophy, namely existence and also philosophical concepts that are related 

to existence, from a conceptual state to becoming objective and real. This caused the mode 
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of existence of intelligibles to be explored more, because the philosophical concepts are 

Indicative of the mode of existence of the realities of the external world. 

Based on the principality of existence, what is outside of existence is void, and what is void 

is not real; therefore, if the attributes of existence are outside of existence, they will be void, 

and if they are void, they will no longer be real attributes. Therefore, it can be said that 

based on the principality of existence, which considers the reality of existence to be 

objective and external, the attributes of existence will also have externality because they 

are aspects of the reality of existence. A consequence of this is that the existence and the 

real attributes of existence must be primary intelligibles. Because according to the 

ontological definition of intelligibles, primary intelligibles are concepts that have external 

referents, and the secondary philosophical intelligibles are a set of concepts that do not 

have external referents. Therefore, according to principality of existence, existence and the 

real attributes of existence, due to their externality, will be among the extension of of 

primary intelligibles. Therefore, it is not possible to sum up between the principality of 

existence, which claims the externality of existence, and that the existence is the secondary 

intelligible and the subjective. This issue has led some philosophers to raise the issue of the 

incompatibility of the principality of existence and being the existence a secondary 

intelligibe and to propound the claim of a displacement of the extension of intelligibles. 

With the displacement of the extension of intelligibles, new classifications based on 

principality of existence are also proposed. The main question of this article is whether, 

based on principality of existence, it is possible to displace all the primary intelligibles and 

secondary philosophical intelligibles, or whether this displacement can only be some or a 

specific group of these concepts? And what will be the new classification of intelligibles 

based on this method of displacement?. 

Research Findings 

This paper addresses the claims of reclassifying all primary and secondary philosophical 

intelligibles based on the principle of the primacy of existence, as well as the claim of the 

lack of externality of philosophical intelligibles. It is argued that both claims arise from an 

improper generalization of the characteristics of some intelligibles to others. The paper then 

introduces two approaches—epistemological and ontological—for understanding 

intelligibles and provides criteria for distinguishing the true attributes of existence from 

other philosophical intelligibles. Regarding the nature of the existence of intelligibles 

outside, it is explained that, according to the principle of the primacy of existence, essences 

lack any form of externality from an ontological perspective. On the other hand, the essence 

of existence is concrete and prime, and since its attributes are aspects of the essence of 

existence, one of the outcomes of the principle of the primacy of existence is that the true 

attributes of existence will be primary intelligibles. To substantiate the primary status of 

the true attributes of existence, several notable shared characteristics between these 

attributes and existence are highlighted, including their intrinsic and absolute nature, their 

coessentiality with existence, the impossibility of negating or denying these attributes from 

the existent, their essential and inseparable nature from any reality, and their self-

realization. 

  



 

 

 
Conclusion 

Based on the findings, a new classification of intelligibles is proposed. According to both 

epistemological and ontological interpretations of intelligibles, existence and its true 

attributes are considered primary intelligibles, while the intrinsic attributes of existence, as 

well as intelligibles of non-being, relative intelligibles, and additional intelligibles, are 

deemed secondary intelligibles. Essence is regarded as a primary intelligible in the 

epistemological interpretation and a secondary intelligible in the ontological interpretation. 
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