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Abstract

What role did Avicenna play in the evolution of philosophical thought regarding the
recognition of presential knowledge? The clearest example of presential knowledge is
human awareness of their own essence (self-awareness), and Avicenna used this self-
awareness as the basis for his argument to prove the soul in the "suspended man" argument.
However, what type of knowledge is this self-awareness: presential or acquired?
Avicenna's statements about this self-awareness sometimes suggest it is presential
knowledge and sometimes align with it being acquired knowledge. This article, using a
descriptive, analytical, and critical method, examines and analyzes his statements,
especially in the book "Mubahathat," where he defends the suspended man argument and
addresses questions related to self-awareness. The aim is to clarify the connection between
his concept of self-awareness and presential knowledge and to determine the position of
his teachings on self-awareness in the development of the division of knowledge into
presential and acquired in Islamic philosophy. The result of this research is that Avicenna's
concept of self-awareness should be considered presential knowledge, even though he did
not use this term and sometimes explained it using terms and concepts related to acquired
knowledge. Therefore, he can be regarded as the pioneer in drawing philosophers' attention
to this type of knowledge in the history of Islamic philosophy.

Keywords: Avicenna, Suspended Man Argument, Self-Awareness, Presential Knowledge,
Mubahathat.

Introduction

Todays, it is said that one of the fundamental differences between Islamic epistemology and
non-Islamic epistemology is the attention given to a type of knowledge known as presential
knowledge (ilm huduri) in Islamic philosophy, and the neglect of it in non-Islamic
philosophy. Regardless of evaluating this claim, this statement itself highlights the
significant and determining role of the division of knowledge into presential and acquired
(ilm husuli) in Islamic epistemology. On the other hand, the philosopher Suhrawardi is
considered the pioneer in addressing presential knowledge in Islamic philosophy and in
dividing knowledge into presential and acquired. The question then arises: what role did
Avicenna play in the evolution of philosophical thought and the journey towards achieving
this type of knowledge? The clearest example of presential knowledge is human awareness
of their own essence (self-awareness). Interestingly, Avicenna used this self-awareness as
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the basis for his argument to prove the soul in the "suspended man" argument. How did
Avicenna perceive this knowledge? If he believed in the presential nature of self-
awareness, did he consistently adhere to the implications of its presential nature? Can it be
said that attention to and precision in what Avicenna expressed on this topic led Shaykh al-
Ishraq (Suhrawardi) towards recognizing presential knowledge? In this article, we attempt
to focus on what Avicenna has said about self-awareness in the "suspended man" argument,
particularly in his book "Mubahathat," to answer the above questions. We aim to
demonstrate Avicenna's perception of self-awareness, examine the ambiguities and
inconsistencies in his statements, and emphasize his historical role in the recognition of
presential knowledge by Muslim philosophers.

Research Findings

Avicenna was aware of the difference between self-awareness, which is presential
knowledge, and other types of knowledge; and the division of knowledge into presential
and acquired knowledge existed implicitly and semi-consciously in his mind. However, it
was not a clear and conscious focus for him. Therefore, Avicenna’s concept of self-
awareness should be considered presential knowledge, although he did not use this specific
term and sometimes explained it using terms and concepts related to acquired knowledge.
Introducing self-awareness, explaining and elucidating it, and Avicenna's use of it in
discussions about the soul opened a door in Islamic philosophy that led to the division of
knowledge into presential and acquired, and the establishment of a philosophical system
based on it by Suhrawardi.

Conclusion

The division of knowledge into presential and acquired existed only semi-consciously in
Avicenna's mind. As a result, although he fundamentally followed this division,
inconsistencies appeared in his statements. He did not always provide straightforward and
coherent answers to questions and objections related to self-awareness, as expected of him,
and responded within the framework of his theory of faculties and using mental concepts
and forms. This highlights the importance and role of having precise concepts and
classifications in philosophy as a way to gain more insight into one's implicit views and as
a suitable tool for a more articulate depiction of teachings. Additionally, it can be said that
the story of philosophical thoughts is one of gradual growth and development.
Philosophical concepts and discussions are initially presented in a raw form, often with
ambiguity and deficiencies, and then gain maturity, clarity, and completeness through
scrutiny, questioning, and the introduction of other concepts and discussions. An example
of this general principle can be seen in what Avicenna depicted about the presential nature
of self-awareness, which became clearer and more precise in later periods. Therefore, to
correctly understand the statements of a philosopher like Avicenna, one must interpret and
analyze his philosophical vocabulary based on the philosophical thought existing in his
time and be mindful of its limitations and constraints, avoiding the imposition of post-
Avicennian concepts on his work.
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