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Abstract

There is a fundamental difference between the common philosophical approach influenced
by Peripatetic philosophy and the philosophical view rooted in Sadrian philosophy
regarding the "ranking of the status of contingent beings." The former, following an
"attribute scope" approach, holds that the quantity of existential attributes in each species
determines its rank. Since humans are considered the only rational beings encompassing
the attributes of other species, they are positioned at the top of the hierarchy of contingent
beings. Conversely, the latter approach, inspired by Sadrian philosophy, views "existential
and intuitive development in supra-material realms" as the basis for ranking contingent
beings. Adherents of this view, drawing on foundational principles of Sadrian thought such
as "unity and simplicity of existence," "gradation in existence," and a unique interpretation
of "trans-substantial motion," argue that each contingent being has the capacity to progress
in the path of knowledge in the arc of ascension and within transcendent realms, achieving
rank through the discovery of truths. This article, aiming to elucidate key arguments from
both perspectives through content analysis, ultimately concludes that the first approach
encounters numerous theological and philosophical challenges, including its reliance on
premises that struggle to align with Quranic verses and Islamic traditions. By contrast, the
second approach proves more congruent and compatible with these sources.

Keywords: Ranking of Contingent Beings, Attribute Scope Approach, Existential
Development Approach.

Introduction

The issue of ranking material beings—particularly the status of human beings in relation
to other beings—has been a longstanding concern for philosophers. Among scholars, two
notable approaches address this question: the "attributive scope" approach and the
"existential development" approach. This article seeks to analyze the theoretical
foundations of each approach using a descriptive and fundamental methodology, evaluating
their compatibility with both intra-religious and extra-religious sources. Thus, "ranking of
material beings" serves as the dependent variable, while the "attributive scope approach”
and the "existential development approach" are the independent variables in this study.
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Research Findings
1.The "Attributive Scope" Approach

Peripatetic philosophers view reason not only as an essential trait of human beings but as
their distinguishing characteristic, categorizing material beings within a pyramidal
hierarchy according to their attributes. However, since philosophers deem reason and
empirical experience insufficient for comprehending the essence of beings, this approach
has drawn significant criticism, especially from some Muslim scholars. Much of this
criticism rests on the principle of the "flow of existential attributes in all beings of the
universe." Critics argue that, based on the foundation of the "unity and simplicity of
existence," all levels of existence manifest God's essence and attributes. As God's essence
encompasses perfections like life, knowledge, and free will, it follows that His
manifestations (all beings) must inherently reflect these perfections as well. Some thinkers,
inspired by mystical teachings and Quranic verses, go further, suggesting that not only do
all natural beings possess knowledge and other existential attributes, but non-human beings
might even exhibit more advanced consciousness than non-mystical humans, perceiving
truths in the Visible Realm or the Kingdom that ordinary individuals cannot comprehend.

2.The "Existential Development" Approach

This approach shifts the focus from species types to the status of beings, asserting that a
being’s status in the arc of ascent (Qaws al-Su‘td) is determined by the degree of its
awareness of the mysteries of the unseen realms. Proponents argue that the worth of any
being, in proximity to God, depends on its ability to perceive and intuit truths within the
realms of the Kingdom, Domination, and Divinity. The closeness to God, as the ultimate
aim of all contingent beings, is thus seen as a variable quality, contingent on the depth of
the intuitive journey from "the world of multiplicity to unity." Each contingent being
occupies a place in this journey of epistemic development, moving toward perfection. In
understanding the nature of each being in the natural world, rather than asking "What is
it?" we should ask, "Who is that?".

Conclusion

Classical philosophers, influenced by Peripatetic wisdom, maintain that human beings are
inherently superior to other species due to their capacity for "reason." However, this
approach has faced substantial criticism. In contrast, the "existential development"
approach, which ranks contingent beings based on "the degree of discovery of the unseen
worlds" achieved by each being, finds considerable support in both religious and
philosophical sources. Accordingly, the measure of a being's value lies in its degree of
closeness to God, with each being capable of uncovering the hidden truths of existence and
attaining rank according to its level of development.
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Routledge encyclopedia of philosophy (1998). Environmental Ethics. General
editor: Edward carig. Voloume 3. descartes to gender and science. First
published.
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