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Abstract

In an article, four critiques by Misbah of Mulla Sadra's argument of mutual correlation for
proving the union of the intelligent and the intelligible, as well as one critique of his
regarding the argument of light and darkness—which Mulla Sadra refers to within the
context of the argument of mutual correlation without presenting it as an independent
proof—have been critiqued. In the present article, which is written using an analytical-
documentary method, an evaluation of these critiques reveals that none of them is valid.
While Misbah’s statements exhibit some negligence, this can be easily clarified without
undermining the essence of his critiques. Consequently, both premises of the argument of
mutual correlation are found to be incorrect. The critique of the first premise posits that an
intellectualized form, in the absence of an intelligent counterpart, is not inherently
intellectualized. If the intellectualized form is considered an accident without its substratum
(the intelligent), it cannot exist at all; therefore, an intellectualized form that does not exist
cannot be deemed intellectualized. Thus, it cannot be asserted that the intellectualized form
is inherently so, regardless of the existence of an intelligent counterpart. The critique of the
second premise argues that the two mutually correlated entities are not coexistent.
Furthermore, the argument of light and darkness is rejected, as the analogy of the soul to a
blind eye is invalid.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, Union of the Intelligent and Intelligible, Union of Matter and
Form, Argument of Mutual Correlation, Argument of Light and Darkness.

Introduction

To date, numerous works have been written both in support of and against the theory of the
union of the intelligent and the intelligible. Muhammad Taqi Misbah Yazdi is among those
who have challenged Mulla Sadra's proofs for this theory. Additionally, an article titled
"Criticism and Study of Misbah's Critiques of the Two Proofs of Mulla Sadra for Proving
the Theory of the Union of the Intelligent and Intelligible" has addressed Misbah's critiques
of the argument of mutual correlation and the argument of light and darkness. In the present
article, I will critique the arguments made in that article, following the same order as
presented. The author of that article claims, without citing any sources, that this theory
originated in the works of Aristotle and his students. Furthermore, he asserts that although
Misbah’s critiques of the two proofs for the theory are incorrect, they contribute to a more
accurate interpretation of them, without specifying how these critiques aid in achieving
such an interpretation.
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Research Findings

1.First Critique: The claim in the aforementioned article that the "existence in itself” of an
accident, which involves multiplicity and difference in direction, is equivalent to its
"existence for something else," while the intellectualized form—without multiplicity and
difference in direction—equals its existence for the intelligent, is incorrect. Mulla Sadra
attributes this equivalence to all sages, yet some sages regard the intellectualized form as
an accident. Moreover, the union asserted by the theory of the union of the intelligent and
intelligible is akin to the union of matter and form, both of which possess "existence in
themselves."

2.Second Critique: In the second critique, Master Misbah does not elucidate or interpret
Mulla Sadra's view; rather, he suggests that Mulla Sadra could have proved the union
through a different approach. Specifically, this would involve a union akin to that of
copulative existence and independent existence, rather than a union of matter and form.

3.Third Critique: Regarding the third critique, it has been clarified that if an intellectualized
form exists, then the designation of being intellectualized is inherent to it. Conversely, if
there is no intellectualized form at all, this designation cannot apply, as it would be non-
existent. If we consider the intellectualized form as an accident, then, without its
substratum, it cannot be said that being intellectualized is inherent to it. In the absence of
an intelligent substratum, there would be no intellectualized form whatsoever.

4 Fourth Critique: Concerning the fourth critique, any negligence in Misbah’s statements
can be addressed. Since Ibn Sina’s view regarding the coexistence of two mutually
correlated entities is valid, one of the premises of the argument of mutual correlation is
rendered invalid, leading to the rejection of this argument.

5.Fifth Critique: It has been clarified that the criticism in the mentioned article of Misbah's
critique regarding the argument of light and darkness is unfounded. The soul is not
analogous to a blind eye lacking the ability to see; rather, it is akin to a healthy eye that
possesses this ability is like a healthy eye that has this ability.

Conclusion

From the preceding discussion, it can be concluded that none of the criticisms presented in
the mentioned article against Misbah's four critiques of the argument of mutual correlation
is valid. According to Misbah’s critiques, both premises of the argument of mutual
correlation are incorrect. The critique of the first premise asserts that an intellectualized
form, in the absence of an intelligent counterpart, is not inherently intellectualized. If the
intellectualized form is considered an accident without its substratum (the intelligent), it
does not exist at all; thus, an intellectualized form that does not exist cannot be deemed
intellectualized. Therefore, it cannot be asserted that the intellectualized form, regardless
of other factors—such as the existence of an intelligent counterpart—is inherently
intellectualized. The critique of the second premise maintains that the two mutually
correlated entities are not coexistent. Additionally, the argument of light and darkness is
rejected because the comparison of the soul to a blind eye is an invalid analogy.
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