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Abstract

The process of sense perception has been a subject of discussion in Islamic philosophy, and
four theories have been proposed to explain the sense perception process. Before Sheikh
Ishraq, mystics focused on impressions in sense perceptions, and mathematicians
considered the emergence of rays in visual perception. Suhrawardi, through criticizing the
theories before him regarding visual perception, emphasizes the relation of illuminational
relation (al-idafa al-ishraqiyya) and the direct connection of the human soul with external
agents. Although he extensively discusses the quality of visual perception, he has not
explicitly addressed the quality of perception in other sense faculties. This has led some to
doubt the generalization of his theory to other sense perceptions. In this paper, we attempt
to provide evidence for the generalization of Suhrawardt's theory to other sense faculties.
To demonstrate the effectiveness of this theory in his philosophical system, we study some
of its functions within his philosophical system. In this article, we present three pieces of
evidence for the generalization of his theory to other sense faculties, and among these three
pieces of evidence, two are considered innovations in this paper. Finally, we will examine
the functions of this theory in SuhrawardT's theological-philosophical system.

Keywords: Sense perception, Visual Perception, Illuminational Relation (al-idafa al-
ishraqiyya), Suhrawardi, Presence Knowledge.

Introduction

The nature of perception and how it actualizes have always been challenges and concerns
for Muslim philosophers throughout the history of Islamic philosophy. Muslim
philosophers have addressed these questions by first identifying the types of perception.
According to them, perception is hierarchical, starting with sense perception and
culminating in intellectual perception. Sense perception involves awareness through the
five external senses: sight, hearing, taste, touch, and smell. Four theories have been
proposed regarding sense perception: the theory of impressions (Ibn Sina, 1999), the theory
of radiating rays (Qutb Shirazi, 2001), the theory of presence perception and the
Illuminational addition (al-idafa al-ishraqiyya) (Suhrawardi, 1992), and the theory of form
origination (Sadra, 1988).

While Suhrawardi explicitly discusses the luminous and presence nature of visual
perception, his focus is primarily on visual perception (Suhrawardi, 1992). However, sense
perception is not exclusive to visual perception; it also includes auditory, olfactory, and
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similar perceptions. This approach raises the question of whether Suhrawardt believes in
the luminous and presence nature only in visual perception or also in other sense
perceptions. Another question worthy of attention is in which philosophical issues Sheikh
Ishraq has endeavored to delve into through contemplation and reflection based on the
theory of visual perceptions? The significant impact of the theory of visual perception on
Sheikh Ishraq's philosophical system, coupled with the skepticism of some researchers
regarding the generalization of Suhrawardi's theory to other sense perceptions and a
comprehensive examination thereof (Yazdanpanah, 2000), underscores the need for careful
consideration in this regard.

This paper aims to provide a detailed response to these two questions. Initially, we will
discuss some theoretical foundations of the research problem, crucial for resolving the
research, and then present three pieces of evidence supporting the generalization of
SuhrawardT's theory to other sense perceptions. Among these pieces of evidence, the first
has garnered more attention from other researchers, while the remaining two are considered
innovations in this paper. Finally, we will thoroughly examine the impact of the theory of
visual perception on two theological issues within Sheikh Ishraq's philosophical system.

Research Findings

Three pieces of evidence and arguments support the generalization of Suhrawardi's theory
of visual perception to other sense perceptions. These three pieces of evidence are as
follows:
1. Textual evidence: A detailed analysis of Suhrawardt's works demonstrates that he has
effectively extended his theory of visual perception to various instances.
2. Observing the Ascetics of Spiritual Ascension: Individuals experienced in mystical
journeys maintain sense perceptions during the separation of the soul from the body,
even though the body and its faculties have no involvement in perception.
3. Consistency with the definition theory: Sheikh Ishraq's theory, which includes the
belief in luminous perception along with the illuminating nature of the soul, applies to
all sense perceptions.

Analyzing Suhrawardt's works reveals his efforts to use the theory of visual perception to
address significant philosophical issues. The problem of necessary Being’s knowledge of
possibilities and the return of the quality of knowledge to the quality of vision are examples
of this.

Conclusion

Careful examination of Suhrawardi's works demonstrates that, while he focused on visual
perception, there is evidence supporting the extension of his theory of perceptions to other
sense perceptions. Thus, he not only believes in the luminous and presence nature of visual
perception but also emphasizes the illuminating nature in other sense perceptions.
Suhrawardi has sought to resolve significant theological issues through his extensive
emphasis on this theory, indicating its impact on his overall philosophical system.
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