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Abstract

TheAyniyyah poem attributed to Avicenna has traditionally been interpreted within an
ontological framework, emphasizing the soul’s descent. This study offers an
epistemological reading by examining the role of its metaphorical language in representing
the cognitive process in Avicenna’s philosophy. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach grounded in Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Image Schema Theory, the study
analyzes the poem alongside Avicenna’s epistemological writings, specifically focusing on
verses eleven and eighteen. The findings indicate that the poem’s conceptual structure is
organized around the overarching metaphor “Cognition is motion” This metaphor is
elaborated through the image schemas of “path” and “shortcut”, representing discursive
reasoning and immediate cognition (hads), respectively. The analysis demonstrates that the
poem’s central metaphors are consistent with the hierarchy of cognition in Avicenna’s
philosophy, depicting the soul’s epistemic transformation from the “veiled eye” to the
“seeing eye.” Consequently, the poem provides a coherent representation of the cognitive
process in Avicenna’s philosophy.

Keywords: Ibn Sina, Al-Qasida al-Ayniyyah, conceptual metaphor, image schema,
epistemology.

Introduction

As one of the most significant texts attributed to Ibn Sina, Al-Qasida al Ayniyyah has been
the subject of scholarly contemplation for over seven centuries.Traditional readings have
largely interpreted the poem through ontological and cosmological frameworks. However,
focusing on the epistemological capacities of this work provides a more precise explanation
of Avicenna’s intellectual mechanisms .By adopting an “epistemological interpretive”
approach and utilizing modern cognitive tools, this study seeks to demonstrate that the
concepts presented in the poem align structurally with Avicenna’s philosophical system and
his theory of perception.

Research Findings

Data analysis indicates that the poem’s structure is organized around the mega-metaphor:
“Perception is Movement”:

1-Preliminary Metaphorical Network: Verses 1-5, through concepts such as the “Veiled
Eye,” represent the soul’s initial state before entering the path of knowledge.
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2-Path Schema (Thinking): Verses 8—13 model the gradual process of “seeking and
practice.” In verse 11, the metaphor of “nearing the path” (Qurb al-Masir) represents the
transition to actual intellect and the readiness to receive intelligible forms.

3-Shortcut Schema (Intuition): Verse 18 employs the metaphor of “cutting time” to explain
the sudden nature of perception (Hads). This reading, comparing intuition to a “lightning
flash,” is fully consistent with the highest order of perception in Avicenna’s works,
described as a “gift without seeking.”

Conclusion

This study moves from a traditional ontological reading to an epistemological one. It shows
that the poem’s meaning is built on a specific cognitive and metaphorical framework. In
this system, the primary metaphor “Cognition is motion” acts as a conceptual structure. It
represents complex ideas of understanding through the simpler experience of physical
movement. Therefore, terms like “mugqlat al-arif” and mahjub” describe the soul’s initial
cognitive state and its active effort to regain knowledge.Analyzing the text through
Conceptual Metaphor Theory reveals two different ways of gaining knowledge. These are
represented by two schemas: the “Path” (representing gradual, step-by-step thinking) and
the “Shortcut” (representing sudden intuition or Aads). This new interpretation helps
resolve the internal inconsistencies often found in the poem. Furthermore, the title of the
poem—“Al-Qasida al-Ayniyyah”—gains a deeper meaning. While usually linked to the
rhyme letter ‘Ayn, it actually represents the story of the “Soul” acting as an “Eye” ( ‘Ayn).
The soul moves from being a “Veiled Eye” (distracted by the body) to a “Sound Eye”
(through active seeking), and finally to an “Observing Eye.” After removing all obstacles,
the soul achieves “Intellectual Vision” (gradual perception) and “Immediate Perception”
(sudden, atemporal insight). The “Shortcut” schema is a metaphorical map of the moment
the soul receives light from the Active Intellect. In short, this poem explains the process of
cognition and how the soul’s “eye of knowledge” moves from potentiality to actuality.
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