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Abstract

The principle of grace (al-Lutf) is one of the most fundamental principles in the theology of divine
justice (al-*Adl), playing a decisive role in explaining the relationship between divine wisdom and
the system of religious obligation (al-taklif). The central focus of this research is to analyze the
demonstrative function of this principle within the theological framework of Shaykh al-Mufid,
the founder of the Baghdad School, wherein grace is elevated from a mere descriptive principle
to a "rational demonstrative tool." Employing the method of inferential content analysis and
drawing upon Shaykh al-Mufid’s foundational works—such as Awa’il al-Magqalat wa al-Nukat
al-I'tigadiyyah—this study demonstrates how al-Mufid utilized the principle of grace to resolve
epistemological impasses in the treatises on prophethood (al-nubuwwah), imamate (al-imamah),
and divine retribution. The findings reveal that Shaykh al-Mufid resolved the paradox between
human free will and the purpose of creation by shifting the obligation of grace from "obligatory
justice" to "the necessity of the Almighty’s existence and wisdom." Within his intellectual
framework, prophethood is conceptualized as a "supplementary grace" addressing the inherent
limitations of reason, while the Imamate functions as a "protective grace" ensuring the continuity
and preservation of the Sacred Law (al-Shart‘ah). Furthermore, al-Mufid’s innovative explanation
of the Occultation (al-Ghaybah) of the Imam under this principle highlights the evidentiary
dynamism of grace when confronted with historical challenges. Ultimately, the study concludes
that the principle of grace in al-Mufid’s theology serves as the "central signifier" animating the
Imami1 system, bridging theological rationality with the necessities of guidance to construct a
coherent foundation for subsequent Shi‘i theology.

Keywords: Shaykh al-Mufid, Principle of Grace (al-Lutf), Prophethood (al-Nubuwwah),
Imamate (al-Imamah), Divine Justice (al-*Adl).

Introduction

In the fourth century AH, the Imam theological system underwent a pivotal transition from the
tradition-centrism (hadith-oriented approach) of the School of Qum to the systematic rationalism
of the School of Baghdad. At the forefront of this intellectual metamorphosis stood Shaykh al-
Mufid, tasked with reconstructing revelatory doctrines within a demonstrative, rational
framework. The central problem of this research lies in examining how al-Mufid employed the
Principle of Grace (Qa‘idat al-Lutf) not merely as a peripheral doctrine, but as the "central
signifier" and the cohesive logic underlying the entire system of Divine Guidance. The main locus
of debate regarding this principle pertains to the "source of necessity" governing Divine Action.
While the Ash‘arites, relying on absolute voluntarism, denied any metaphysical necessity upon
God, and the Mu ‘tazilites viewed the necessity of grace through the lens of divine justice and
moral entitlement, Shaykh al-Mufid executed a critical epistemological shift. He anchored the
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necessity of grace in the essential Divine attributes of "Bounty" (al-Jud) and "Wisdom" (al-
Hikmah). From his perspective, the necessity of grace is not an external constraint imposed upon
the Divine Will, but an ontological necessity emanating directly from the perfection of the
Creator. In other words, within al-Mufid’s intellectual system, withholding grace is not merely
unjust; it constitutes a "violation of divine purpose" (naqd al-gharad) and represents a logical
impossibility.

Research Findings

The findings of this study demonstrate that Shaykh al-Mufid utilized the Principle of Grace
(Qa‘idat al-Lutf) as a "unified deductive apparatus" across four critical dimensions:

A) Epistemological and Ontological Foundations

Al-Mufid carefully distinguished between "Enablement” (tamkin—granting the power and
capacity to act) and "Grace" (lutfF—facilitating the realization of moral action). He established that
Divine Guidance is neither coercive (jabr) nor does it abandon human beings to existential neglect
(tafwid). Crucially, he shifted the necessity of grace from a legalistic framework to a teleological
one: since God, in His absolute Wisdom, has ordained an ultimate purpose for human creation
(namely, moral and spiritual perfection), He must provide the necessary means to achieve that
end. To leave humanity in a state of cognitive perplexity without guidance would directly
contradict the very teleology of creation, representing a logical impossibility.

B) The Epistemic Necessity of Prophethood and Infallibility (‘Ismah)

In this domain, al-Mufid employed grace to elucidate the fundamental "epistemic need" of
humanity. His demonstration clarifies that while human reason (al-‘aql) serves as an "internal
proof" capable of discerning general ethical principles, it suffers from an inherent limitation in
identifying specific, nuanced details of human benefit (al-masalih al-juz’iyyah). Consequently,
Prophethood (al-nubuwwah) functions as a "supplementary epistemic faculty." Furthermore, al-
Mufid conceptualized "Infallibility" (al-‘ismah) not merely as an abstract moral virtue, but as a
structural prerequisite of grace; for if a prophet were susceptible to error or transgression, public
trust would collapse, thereby nullifying the primary objective of grace—namely, facilitating
proximity to divine obedience (taqrib).

C) The Continuity of Guidance: From Imamate to Occultation

Al-Mufid posited the Imamate (al-imamah) as the logical continuation of prophethood and a
indispensable pillar of grace necessary for preserving the Sacred Law (al-Shari‘ah). Addressing
the apparent tension between the necessity of grace and the historical reality of the Occultation
(al-Ghaybah), al-Mufid brilliantly distinguished between "Grace in Existence" (al-lutf fi al-fjad—
God’s act of appointing the Imam) and "Grace in Agency" (al-lutf 1 al-tasarruf—the Imam’s
active social governance, which hinges upon human receptivity). He attributed the absence of the
Imam’s social agency directly to human transgression and opposition, thereby safeguarding
Divine Wisdom from any suspicion of failing its purpose. Under this framework, the Occultation
does not represent a cessation of grace, but rather a functional transformation aimed at preserving
the "Ultimate Proof" (al-Hujjah).

D) The Engineering of Obligation and Retribution

In the final dimension, al-Mufid detached the system of reward and punishment from a purely
legalistic paradigm, imbuing it with a pedagogical essence. Divine Obligation (al-taklif) is
conceptualized as a "primary grace" fostering human maturation. Reward (al-thawab) is
categorized as a "motivational grace" reinforcing future obedience, whereas Punishment (al-
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wa'1d) serves as a "deterrent grace." Consequently, within al-Mufid’s theological system, even
Divine Retribution reflects a wise and purposeful grace designed to safeguard the integrity of
human guidance.

Conclusion

The ultimate findings of this research indicate that the Principle of Grace (Qa‘idat al-Lutf) serves
as the absolute structural backbone of the Baghdad School's theological rationality. Shaykh al-
Mufid expertly deployed this conceptual framework to transform Imami theology from a
fragmented collection of doctrines into an organic, fully integrated system wherein every religious
imperative—from Prophetic Infallibility (al-‘ismah) to the Occultation (al-Ghaybah) of the
Twelfth Imam—emerges as a necessary logical outcome of a divine providential scheme. Al-
Mufid’s unique intellectual genius lies in his ability to seamlessly intertwine religious faith with
a rigorous rationalism, leaving no epistemic fissure between historical realities and theological
necessities. Ultimately, within the Mufidian system, the Principle of Grace operates not merely as
an isolated proof, but as the foundational logic of theological systematization that provided an
enduring intellectual foundation for Shi‘i theology across subsequent centuries.
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