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Abstract

This study employs a historical-analytical framework to investigate the role of Hajj Mulla
Hadi Sabzevari’s disciples in transmitting and sustaining the rational sciences (al-‘ulim al-
‘aqliyya), particularly Islamic philosophy, within the intellectual milieus of the Qajar era.
Central to this inquiry is how Sabzevari’s circle functioned as a dynamic epistemic
network, facilitating the development and enduring legacy of scholarly disciplines across
Iran and key transregional intellectual hubs. Utilizing a network-oriented methodology
anchored in historical and documentary evidence, this research maps the geographical and
intellectual trajectories of Sabzevari’s students. The findings demonstrate that, following
Sabzevari’s passing, the “Sabzevar School” persisted not as a static institution, but as a
living, self-sustaining network of successive generations. Through scholarly migration,
pedagogical efforts, prolific authorship, and the mentorship of new scholars, this network
effectively facilitated the transmission and reproduction of disciplines—including logic,
philosophy, traditional mathematics, and astronomy—across major cities such as Tehran,
Mashhad, Isfahan, Shiraz, Semnan, Quchan, and Najaf. This phenomenon exemplifies a
“decentralized transmission of knowledge” within the Islamic intellectual tradition,
revealing that the longevity of a scholarly school often relies less on formal institutions
than on the vitality of interpersonal educational networks.

Keywords: Hajj Mulla Hadi Sabzawari, knowledge network, Sabzevari’s disciples,
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Introduction

The philosophical school of Sabzevar, founded in the mid-thirteenth century AH through
the efforts of Hajj Mulla Had1 Sabzavari, constitutes a pivotal link in the continuity and
reproduction of hikmat-i muta ‘aliyah (Transcendent Philosophy) in Iran and the broader
Shi'T world. Although this school emerged geographically removed from the official
centers of power and Qajar state institutions, it gradually coalesced into an extensive
network of masters and disciples. This network played a decisive role in the expansion of
the rational sciences—particularly Islamic philosophy—not only within Iranian urban
centers but also in transregional hubs of scholarship, such as Najaf. Contrary to the common
assumption that the vitality of “schools” is to be sought solely in formal educational
institutions, the dynamism of knowledge within the Iranian seminary (hawza) tradition is
sustained primarily through the intimate human and ethical bonds between master and
disciple. From the perspective of the sociology of knowledge, understanding the evolution
of an intellectual tradition is impossible without analyzing the human network that sustains
it. Within this framework, the Sabzevar School may be conceptualized as an “epistemic
network” wherein the master—disciple relationship serves as the principal nexus for the
transmission of hikmah. Sabzavari’s students functioned as essential intermediary links;
within their respective intellectual milieus, each assumed the responsibility of continuing,
teaching, and interpreting hikmat-i muta ‘aliyah. Hajj Mulla Hadi Sabzavari himself was a
distinguished disciple of Mulla Isma ‘1l Wahid al-*Ayn and Mulla ‘Al Niri—scholars who,
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through earlier masters, were directly connected to Mulla Sadra. Viewed in this light, the
Sabzevar School does not represent a historical rupture; rather, it is the continuation of a
genealogy that traces back to Mulla Sadra and, through antecedent links, to the
philosophical traditions of Ibn Sina and al-Farabi. By adhering to this traditional paradigm
of knowledge transmission, Sabzavar1’s students disseminated the Islamic philosophy they
had acquired from their master from Sabzevar to various intellectual seats, including
Tehran, Mashhad, Isfahan, and Shiraz. In this process, each student was not merely a
passive conveyor of philosophical doctrines; rather, each functioned as an active node
within the network of rational sciences. Through teaching, writing, and the mentorship of
new scholars, they actively contributed to the formation and consolidation of burgeoning
philosophical and scholarly circles.

Research Findings

The findings of this study indicate that the philosophical school of Hakim Sabzawari,
following his demise, extended far beyond the city of Sabzevar. It profoundly influenced
diverse intellectual centers across Iran—including Tehran, Mashhad, Isfahan, Shiraz, and
Gonabad—and reached notable outposts abroad, most significantly Najaf. This expansion
did not conform to a singular, uniform model; rather, it was modulated by the specific
scientific and cultural idiosyncrasies of each region. Consequently, the school manifested
a distinct character in every environment, aligning with the local pedagogical structures
and cultural milieus :In Tehran, the broad presence of Sabzawari’s disciples alongside

established seminary scholars significantly bolstered the vitality of that milieu. In Mashhad,
the pedagogy of his students effectively mitigated the earlier stagnation in the rational
sciences, thereby fostering a flourishing era for the field. In Isfahan and Shiraz, the presence
of these disciples ensured the continuation of philosophical instruction within existing
scholarly frameworks, allowing the current of hikmah—following the passing of the grand
masters—to remain coherent and sustained. In Gonabad, Sufi and ascetic orientations
became more pronounced, facilitating a unique synthesis between philosophy and tariqah.
Finally, in Najaf, the legacy of the Sabzevar School contributed, alongside other factors, to
the formation of the “Najaf Sufi School”; furthermore, it penetrated—albeit in a limited yet
substantive manner—the rational structure of usiil al-figh (principles of jurisprudence),
thereby shaping the intellectual trajectory of figures such as Akhiind Khorasani and his
cohort.

Conclusion

Based on the evidence presented, it becomes clear that Hajj Mulla Hadi Sabzawart, by
establishing a structured educational system centered on hikmat-i muta‘aliyah in Sabzevar
and by training a cohort of distinguished disciples, played a pivotal role in the continuity
and proliferation of the rational sciences during the Qajar period. This influence was
realized primarily through a decentralized human network of disciples and their successors,
which facilitated not only philosophy but also the transmission of logic, astronomy,
mathematics, and mysticism .Accordingly, it may be argued that the Sabzevar School

transcended its status as a local scholarly domain, evolving into an influential hub for the
transmission and re-production of rational sciences across a vast geographic expanse. The
persistent teaching of foundational texts, such as Sharh al-Manztimah, across multiple
centers serves as a historical marker of this mode of transmission. From this perspective,
the Sabzevar School provides a compelling case study within the history of Iranian science,
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demonstrating how an educational current can persist over generations through informal
human circles, thereby ensuring the enduring relevance of a philosophical tradition.
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