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Abstract

"Copulative existence" is linked to "connective word" in propositions, so much so that even
the word "existence" has been used as a connective word by philosophers. In transcendental
wisdom, "copulative existence" is meaning of "connective word" in positive and true
propositions. This is while in negative propositions, even assuming the lack of a "judgement",
the connective word has been discussed. In this article, using the method of content analysis
in the works of Avicenna, the connective word and its meaning have been studied and it is
resulted that: First, there is no fundamental difference between Avicenna and Mulla Sadra in
the meaning of the connective in propositions, and in both views, it implies the relation of the
predicate to the subject. This relation (which is a propositional meaning) indicates the
Existence of relation Outside. Secondly, there are two issues that distinguish Avicenna: one
is that in Avicenna's philosophical system, all existing beings are independent individuals
who are related to each other by relations, and the other is that the signified "connective word"
has two states, one before assenting and one after, in which second

case it is related and connected to "fact of the matter". Therefore, just as beings, on the basis
of relations, with that specific existence they possess, are interconnected and unified in the
world, in the mind as well, nominal meanings, by virtue of the specific characteristic of the
meanings of these relations (i.e., propositional meaning), particularly "connective words,"
become a mirror of the world. And through the assent that supervenes upon these relations,
they make possible the objectivity (or correspondence) of the mind and the external world.

Keywords: copulative existence, inhering existence, connective word, proposition, Avicenna.

Introduction

Mir Damad was the first to separate "relational existence" (wujud al-rabit) from "relative
existence" (wujid al-rabit1), hoping to end the longstanding confusion among philosophers.
But it seems this ending was itself a new beginning. Today, these two concepts have
become so intertwined with "relation" (idafa) and "proportion" (nisba) that not only has
their ambiguity not disappeared, but it has become more complex than ever.

This research is a journey into the heart of Avicenna's philosophy, before Mulla Sadra. The
question is: Did Avicenna also recognize these two meanings? And if he did, can the
existence of contingents in his system be considered "relational" (rabit) — the very feature
that Mulla Sadra claims is unique to his own philosophy?

Answering these questions is not merely a historical exercise. These questions hold the key
to understanding fundamental issues such as human knowledge, causality, theology, the
relationship between soul and body, and even resurrection. Clarifying the status of the
"relational" (rabit) in reality (nafs al-amr) not only allows for a fair critique of earlier
thinkers but also paves the way for a more accurate translation of these concepts into today's
symbolic languages.
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Research Findings

Al-wojud al-rabit (the relational existence) and al-wojud al-rabifi (the related existence) in
Transcendent Philosophy: Al-wojid al-rabit is "the affirmation of a thing for a thing" (thubiit al-shay’
li-I-shay’) and is "pure relation” (‘ayn al-raby); it has no independence (nafsiyyah) and in affirmative
propositions indicates a pure external relation. Al-wojiid al-rabiti is a predicative existence (wojiid
mahmiili) accompanied by a relation to something else (such as accidents and effects). Mulla Sadra
considers the existence of all contingent beings (mumkindt) to be rabit (relational), not merely rabifi
(related).

The meanings of al-wojiid al-rabit and al-wojiid al-rabiti in Avicenna's philosophy: In Avicenna's
philosophy, the copula (vabif) in propositions indicates the "judgmental relation" (nisbah hukmiyyah),
whose referent belongs to the category of external relations with a "concomitant and adhering” (mu 7
wa luhiigi) mode of existence. However, al-wojiid al-rabitfi refers to beings that are accompanied by a
relation superadded to their essence, without their very existence being identical with relation.

Analysis of the copula (vabif) in "sentence" (jumlah), "proposition” (qadiyyah), and "assertive
knowledge" (‘ilm tasdigi) from Avicenna's perspective: The "sentence" is the linguistic form, the
"proposition" (understood as gadiyyvah ma ‘gitlah) is the meaningful structure susceptible to truth and
falsehood, and "assertive knowledge" is the proposition together with the soul's assent (fukm al-nafs).
The copula at all these levels indicates the "judgmental relation”; even in negative propositions, the
same relation is present with the accident of "non-reality" (‘adam al-waqi iyyah).

. The relationality (rabit being) of contingent existence in Avicenna's philosophy: Avicenna does not
consider the existence of contingent beings to be pure relation (r@bit mahd). Rather, for him,
dependence upon another and need for the cause are accidents that befall existence, not identical with
its essence. Although he describes need as "constitutive”" (mugawwim) of contingent existence, he
means by this merely the impossibility of separation, not that existence itself is nothing but relation.
Therefore, in Avicenna's view, the existence of contingents is rabiti (related), not rabit (relational).

Conclusion

Mulla Sadrd's innovation concerning al-wojiud al-rabit (relational existence) lies in extending its
instances from relations (idafat) to all contingent beings (mumkinat). Based on the principiality of
existence (asalat al-wojiid), he considers being-relational as identical with the very existence of the
contingent. In Avicenna's philosophy, however, contingent beings are only rabiti (related) by virtue of
relations concomitant with their essence, not rabit mahd (pure relation). The copula (rabit) in
propositions indicates, in both philosophies, the relation of predicate to subject. Yet the analysis of
judgment (hukm) and relation in true propositions yields two distinct interpretations of the
correspondence theory of truth (nazariyyah al-mutabagah): one based on levels of mental existence
(congruent with Transcendent Philosophy), and the other based on the supervenience of a second
relation upon the first (congruent with Avicenna's ontology).
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