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Abstract

The terms dhat (essence), dhat1 (essential), and the qualificative expression bi 1 dhat (per
se), along with their related concepts, are among the most frequently employed-notions in
Islamic logic and philosophy. Across the various schools of Islamic thoughts these, terms
have been used in multiple lexical and technical senses. While in some€ontexts a clear
distinction among these meanings has been carefully maintained,»in other cases such
distinctions lack sufficient clarity. As a result, certain usages carry implicit connotations
and conceptual residues of the doctrine of the primacy of quidditys Although this poses no
difficulty within philosophical systems that do not endorse the primacy of existence—and
indeed remains fully compatible with quiddity based' metaphysies=it becomes deeply
problematic once the primacy of existence is adopted as_the foundational principle of a
philosophical system. Employing an analytical method through a close reading of classical
discussions among Muslim philosophers on this issue, and by critically examining and
evaluating these positions, the present study argues that the terms dhat, dhati, and the
qualificative bi 1 dhat are remnants ef @xquiddity based mode of thought—an epistemic and
metaphysical paradigm that hasdbeen superseded. The paper further presents textual and
conceptual evidence in support of this claim, which is discussed in a differentiated manner
throughout the study. Ultimately, it is'argued that the formulation and continued use of
these terms—particularly within anexistentialist philosophical framework, and especially
in Transcendent Philosophy (al Hikma al Muta‘aliyah)—require critical reassessment, and
that a linguistic and conceptual revision is necessary for their appropriate employment.

Keywords: essence (dhat), essential (dhati), primacy of quiddity, second intelligibles, the
three modalities (al mawadd al thalathah)

Introduction

Thederm dhat (essence),.along with its related expressions dhati (essential) and bi-I-dhat
(per se), exhibits multiple—and at times ambiguous—usages in Islamic philosophy. In
some contexts, dhat denotes quiddity, while in others it refers to existence. With respect to
God, however, since Islamic philosophers maintain that the divine reality is devoid of
quiddity, dhat is taken to signify His very existence and ipseity (inniyyah). Accordingly,
when it is stated that the Necessary Being is “necessary per se” (wajib al-wujiid bi-I-dhat),
the intended meaning is that existence is not accidental to His essence, but rather that His
essence is identical with existence. Nevertheless, this formulation is problematic. If dhat in
the case of God is taken to mean existence, then in the case of contingent beings—which,
according to the doctrine of the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujiid), do not possess a
quiddity independent of existence—dhat must likewise signify existence. Under this
assumption, there would be no difference between predicating existence of God and
predicating existence of contingent beings, whereas from a philosophical standpoint the
former constitutes an essential predication (ham! awwali dhati), while the latter is a
common predication (haml shayi‘ sina 7).
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A further ambiguity arises from the fact that if dhar is identified with existence, the
statement “the essence of the Truth is necessary per se” effectively reduces to “the existence
of the Truth is necessarily existent,” which amounts to a tautology—a predication of a thing
of itself—and thus yields no genuine epistemic gain. The aim of the present study is to
resolve these ambiguities and to demonstrate that the term dhat and its related notions, in
all of their technical senses—even if only implicitly—carry implications of the doctrine of
the primacy of quiddity.

Research Findings

Based on an examination of classical texts in Islamic philosophy, this study arriyes at the
following findings:

1. The Persistence of Quiddity-Based Language within an Existential Framl

The analysis demonstrates that, despite the acceptance of the primac

entangled with the terminology of the quiddity-based system. T d and often
ambiguous use of the terms dhat (essence), dhati (essential)sma at (per se) in
describing existence—including its various degrees—is ing th an existentialist
discourse and continues to carry quidditational conceptua

In the discussion of possibility and impossibility, dhat, when interpreted in an
existential sense, cannot se al subject for the predication of these modalities.

2.2. The Ten Categories

untenable.

3. The Emergence of a Duality in the Theory of Predication

The continued use of these terms within an existential philosophical framework generates
a form of linguistic dualism in predication. On the one hand, existence appears to be
predicated equally of both quiddity and existence; on the other hand, dividing predication
into per se (bi-I-dhat) and per accidens (bi-I- ‘arad) becomes meaningless where existence
itself is the principle of unity in predication.

Conclusion

A close study of Islamic philosophical texts—including those of Transcendent
Philosophy—reveals that, despite the demonstration and defense of the primacy of
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existence, the dominant philosophical language in certain contexts remains incompatible
with existentialist discourse and continues to rely on terminology inherited from the
doctrine of the primacy of quiddity. Among the most prominent of these terms are dhat
(essence) and its two closely related notions, dhati (essential) and bi-I-dhat (per se), along
with their various derivatives. These terms are employed even in the description of simple
existence, despite the fact that their original formulation and application belong to
non-existential philosophical systems.

Although these terms have been used in multiple senses throughout Islamic philosophy—
most of which are quidditational—when they are employed in an existential sense, they
nonetheless retain the conceptual load of the quiddity-based framework. Consequently,
they prove inadequate and even misleading for describing existence within.the context of
gradational being (tashkik al-wujid).

This claim has been substantiated through an analysis of three major philosophical
discussions: first, the role of dhat as the subject of division in _the doctrine ofithe three
modalities; second, its function as the dividing principle of thé ten.categories; and third,
the indeterminacy of the conceptual status of dhat and 'dhati between logical and
philosophical secondary intelligibles. Following these analyses, the incompatibility of such
usages with an existentialist approach has been demonstrated.»It has further been shown
that employing dhat and its related concepts introduces a linguistic dualism into the theory
of predication. This dualism becomes especially \pronouncéd within an existential
framework, since, first, existence would have to be predicated cqually of both existence
and quiddity, and second, given that every predieation requires a principle of unity—which,
according to the primacy of existencg, is,existence,itself—the division of predication into
per se and per accidens loses its‘meaning.

The study ultimately concludes that attaining a clearer understanding of the primacy of
existence requires the development of a new linguistic framework capable of articulating
the reality of “pure existence” without recourse to essence-centered linguistic metaphors.
In articulating a fundamentally ‘new philosophical doctrine such as the primacy of
existence, careful attention to an appropriate language and corresponding logical structure
is not merely desirablesbut philosophically necessary.
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