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Abstract

The doctrine of the unity of the intellect and the intelligible is among the most significant
issues in Islamic philosophy and occupies a central place in Transcendent Philosophy (al
Hikmah al Muta‘aliyah). Sadr al Muta’allihin (Mulla Sadra) advanced two principal
arguments in support of this doctrine, commonly known as the Argument from
Correlativity (burhan al tadayuf) and the Argument from Light and Darkness (burhan al
nir wa | zulmah). Owing to their complexity, these arguments have been the subject of
numerous critiques by later thinkers. Among the most prominent critics is Ayatollah
Muhammad Taqi Misbah Yazdi, who raised a series of objections against both arguments.

In a previous article entitled “A Critical Study of Misbah’s Objections to Sadra’s Proofs
for the Unity of the Knower and the Known,” the present author responded to these
objections in defense of the Sadrian position. Subsequently, Dr. “Alf Arshad Riyahi, in his
article “In Defense of Misbah’s Objections to Sadra’s Proofs for the Unity of the Intellect
and the Intelligible,” sought to vindicate Misbah’s criticisms and to challenge the adequacy
of those responses. The present paper critically examines Riyaht’s claims. To this end, it
first revisits Sadra’s original arguments and Misbah’s objections, and then systematically
evaluates the author’s earlier replies alongside the counter critiques advanced by Riyahi.
The analysis shows that many of Riyaht’s defenses rely on imprecise interpretations of
Sadra’s philosophical framework. In particular, Sadra’s conception of cognitive forms as
modes of existence whose very reality consists in being known stands in sharp contrast to
the accidentalist conception of knowledge presupposed in Riyaht’s defense. Accordingly,
this study concludes that the Sadrian proofs for the unity of the intellect and the intelligible
within Transcendent Philosophy remain philosophically defensible.

Keywords: unity of the intellect and the intelligible, argument from correlativity, argument
from light and darkness, intrinsically intelligible.

Introduction

The discussion of the unity of the knower and the known occupies a central place in Mulla
Sadra’s Transcendent Philosophy. The Proof of Equivalents (Burhan al-Tadayuf)
constitutes one of the two principal proofs employed by Mulla Sadra to establish this unity,
wherein an ontological analysis of the intelligible form leads to its necessary union with
the knower. Nevertheless, this proof has encountered objections. Allameh Mesbah
challenges its foundational premises and regards Mulla Sadra’s argument as invalid. Later
critics, drawing on interpretations of Avicenna and Mesbah’s reasoning, have likewise
attempted to call the validity of this proof into question. The present study aims to examine
these objections and the critics’ responses meticulously, demonstrating that, in its Sadrian
formulation, the Proof of Equivalents remains a coherent and robust component of the
philosophical framework that underpins the unity of the knower and the known.

Research Findings

The analysis indicates that the primary points of disagreement revolve around two central
axes: (1) the intrinsic nature of existential attributes, and (2) the equivalence of equivalents.
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1. The Intrinsic Nature of Intelligibility and Causality:Mulla Sadra maintains that
intelligibility is intrinsic to the intelligible form and that causality is intrinsic to the effect.
Some critics reject this view, arguing that a property or concept can be considered intrinsic
only if it exists independently and actually. Philosophical analysis, however, demonstrates
that the intrinsic status of existential attributes does not depend on their independent or
external existence. Even when the intelligible form or the effect is existentially dependent
on another, this dependence does not negate the intrinsic nature of intelligibility or
causality. These attributes are grounded in the actuality and existential role of the entities
themselves, rather than in their ontological independence.

2. The Equivalence of Equivalents and the Proof of Equivalents: Critics, relying on certain
interpretations of Avicenna, have attempted to argue that equivalents are not equivalent
with respect to existence and non-existence. A careful examination reveals that Avicenna
does not articulate a general principle denying the equivalence of equivalents. Rather, the
cases he discusses concern contingent and extrinsic relations between knowledge and the
known, which are unrelated to the fundamental presuppositions of the Proof of Equivalents.
By contrast, Mulla Sadra presupposes that the existence of the intelligible is actual and
intrinsic to the intelligible form itself, thereby eliminating the need to posit the independent
existence of the knower as a condition for intelligibility.

Conclusion

Overall, the critics’ objections to the Proof of Equivalents and to the intrinsic nature of
existential attributes rest on presuppositions that are incompatible with the principles of
Transcendent Philosophy and with Mulla Sadra’s conception of immaterial form and
intelligibility. Consequently, it may be concluded that, in its Sadrian formulation, the Proof
of Equivalents not only withstands the objections raised by ‘Allameh Mesbah and later
critics, but also remains one of the most fundamental pillars in the ontological articulation
of the unity of the knower and the known within the framework of Transcendent
Philosophy.
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