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Abstract

The environmental issue is one of the fundamental problems facing contemporary
humanity. The present study, employing a logical-analytic method, seeks to examine the
status and value of nature from the perspective of Transcendent Philosophy (al Hikma al
Muta‘aliyah). The findings suggest that, from a Sadrian perspective, the classical
dichotomy between intrinsic and instrumental value is inadequate for a comprehensive
evaluation of nature. Grounded in the existential orientation of Transcendent Philosophy,
its sign oriented (ayah based) worldview, Mulla Sadra’s conception of human agency
(fa‘aliyya bi | sina‘a), and the central roles of love (‘ishq) and wisdom (hikma), additional
modes of environmental value become intelligible. These include path oriented (sultik1)
value, value as way or means (tariq), and the sign value (ayahness) of nature. From this
standpoint, nature possesses a mediative or intermediary value that cannot be reduced to
either intrinsic or instrumental categories. Anchored in the doctrines of the primacy of
existence (asalat al wujid) and the metaphysical principle of unity in multiplicity and
multiplicity in unity, these value modalities ultimately converge within a unified
ontological horizon. By articulating this framework, the article offers a philosophical
foundation for reconfiguring environmental value beyond conventional dichotomies and
for envisioning a more elevated, participatory mode of human engagement with nature.

Keywords: Transcendent Philosophy, Mulla Sadra, environmental ethics, nature, value,
love.

Introduction

Contemporary environmental crises are not merely the outcome of technical or engineering
failures; rather, they arise from deeper philosophical presuppositions that govern human
engagement with nature. While technological solutions are indispensable, they remain
insufficient without a parallel reexamination of the intellectual, ethical, and wisdom-based
(hikmi) foundations of environmental thought. Within this context, the question of
environmental value occupies a central position, since modes of interaction with beings
and ethical attitudes toward them are largely determined by the value ascribed to them
(Parsapour, 2021: 31). Accordingly, the axiological frameworks through which nature is
interpreted play a decisive role in shaping environmental responsibility.

Traditional approaches to environmental ethics have largely relied on the intrinsic—
instrumental value dichotomy as a foundational analytical framework (Anil, 2017: 199).
More recently, attempts have been made to move beyond this binary by introducing the
notion of relational value (Anna, 2024; Robert, 2005). In a similar spirit, the present study
argues for a conception of environmental value that transcends the intrinsic—instrumental
dichotomy. However, rather than grounding this move in modern ethical theory, it situates
the argument within the metaphysical foundations of Mulla Sadra’s Transcendent
Philosophy (al-Hikma al-Muta ‘aliyah).
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Owing to its existential orientation, internal coherence, and systematic ontology, Sadrian
philosophy possesses the conceptual resources to address contemporary philosophical
problems, including those arising in environmental thought (Yazdanpanah, 2020: 170—
212). Engaging this framework enables a critical reassessment of dominant value
paradigms and facilitates the articulation of an alternative model of nature’s value—one
rooted in existential relations and ontological mediation rather than in oppositional or
reductive categories.

Research Findings
1. The Limitation of the Intrinsic—Instrumental Dichotomy

The analysis demonstrates that the intrinsic—instrumental value dichotomy is grounded in
an oppositional and entity-centered (mawjiid-binaneh) ontology that is incompatible with
the metaphysical foundations of Transcendent Philosophy. As a result, this dichotomy fails
to account for nature’s relation to the Truth of Being and remains inadequate for grasping
its existential status within al-Hikma al-Muta ‘aliyah.

2. Human Centrality without Instrumental Domination

An examination of Sadrian concepts such as vicegerency (khildfah) and human agency
reveals that the privileged position of the human being is grounded in longitudinal and
existential agency rather than in dominative or exploitative authority. This framework
neither endorses extreme anthropocentrism nor legitimizes the reduction of nature to a mere
instrument for human ends.

3. Existential Value beyond Intrinsic Value

Within Sadrian ontology, the value of nature emerges from the gradational structure of
existence (tashkik al-wujiid) and each being’s relation to the Truth of Being. Existential
value (gimat-i wujidi), therefore, cannot be reduced to instrumental utility, nor can it be
equated with intrinsic value conceived as ontologically isolated or self-subsistent.

4. Sign-Oriented Ontology and Agency through Love

In Transcendent Philosophy, nature is understood not as an opposing object confronting
humanity, but as a sign (@vah) and manifestation of existence. Concepts such as agency
through love (fa ‘aliyya bi-I-mahabbah) ground a non-dominating, path-oriented (sulitki)
relationship between the human being and the natural world—one characterized by
participation, guidance, and existential ascent rather than control.

5. The Prospect of an Alternative Environmental Ethics

Taken together, these findings indicate that Sadrian philosophy offers the conceptual
resources for articulating an alternative model of environmental value grounded in
existential value, sign-value (@yahness), path-oriented value, and value as way or means
(tarig). While preserving ontological distinctions among God, humanity, and nature, this
model transcends adversarial, reductive, and purely instrumental frameworks, thereby
opening the possibility of a more integrative and sustainable environmental ethic.

Conclusion

A systematic engagement with Mulla Sadra’s philosophical principles yields a coherent
account of the ontological status and value of the environment. From this perspective,
nature is neither reducible to a mere instrument for human use nor adequately captured by
a reformulated notion of intrinsic value conceived in abstraction from existential relations.
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Moreover, reference to human agency through industry (fa ‘aliyya bi I-sina ‘a) does not
warrant attributing a utilitarian or exploitative orientation to Sadrian thought; rather, it
affirms a mode of agency situated within, and responsive to, the broader existential order
of being.

Although Transcendent Philosophy is capable of engaging the classical question of whether
nature’s value is intrinsic or instrumental, such dichotomies ultimately lose their
philosophical significance within an existential horizon grounded in the primacy of
existence. Through a sign-oriented (2yah-based) worldview, the notion of agency through
love (fa ‘aliyya bi I-mahabbah), and the intrinsic correspondence between existence and
love, oppositional binaries rooted in power-centered or domination-based perspectives are
rendered philosophically redundant.

Accordingly, Mulla Sadra advances a framework that transcends prevailing axiological
dichotomies and foregrounds alternative modes of value in nature, including existential
value, path-oriented (su/tiki) value, value as way or means (tarigi), and sign-based value
(ayahness). Within this vision, the preservation of nature does not require the negation of
the human role; rather, it calls for a transformed mode of human engagement—one

grounded in divine love, wisdom, and an ayah-oriented understanding of the world. Such
an orientation offers not only a metaphysical foundation for environmental ethics but also
a spiritually and ontologically elevated model of coexistence between humanity and nature.
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