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Abstract

The relationship between the attributes and the Divine Essence is one of the most difficult
and significant topics in Islamic theology, extensively examined by both theological and
philosophical schools. Reconciling the preservation of divine unity (tawhid) and simplicity
(basatah) with the existence of multiple attributes in the Necessary Being poses a profound
and far-reaching challenge. In theological discourse, attempts to address this problem have
included propositions such as the negation of attributes from the Divine Essence, the
addition of attributes to the Divine Essence, and the substitution of the Essence for the
attributes. Philosophers, by contrast, proposed the theory of the identity of attributes with
the Divine Essence. Although the theory of identity offers clear and rational grounds, its
internal complexity—particularly the integration of multiplicity within unity—remained
ambiguous prior to Sadr al-Muta’allihin. Transcendent Wisdom (al-Hikmah al-
Muta‘aliyah), through the introduction of tahaqquqgat i‘tibariyyah (mentally abstracted
actualizations), brought transformative insights to philosophy, including the resolution of
this challenge and the possibility of assimilating multiplicities within a unitary existence.
Sadr al-Muta’allihin’s first engagement with the problem of integrating multiplicity into
unity is expressed through these haqa’iq i‘tibariyyah (abstracted realities). He particularly
emphasizes this in his discussion of the identity of attributes with the Essence and the
Simple Reality (al-basit al-haqigah), through the notions of the fundamentality of existence
(asalat al-wujiid) and the abstracted nature of quiddity (i‘tibariyyat al-mahiyyah). The
central aim of this research is to demonstrate how the understanding of i‘tibariyyah under
the category of the reality of quiddity (mawjudiyyat al-mahiyyah) informs and supports the
problem of the identity of attributes with the Essence. By introducing several prominent
conceptions of i‘tibariyyah and explicating the "aspect of negational restriction"
(haythiyyat taqyidiyyah nafyiyyah) and the "aspect of amalgamative restriction"
(haythiyyat taqyidiyyah indimajiyyah), the study shows that only this specific
understanding of the abstracted nature of quiddity, as expressed in the preferred conception,
generates amalgamative actualizations and provides the necessary foundation for Sadr al-
Muta’allihin’s account of the identity of attributes.

Keywords: identity of attributes with the essence, abstracted nature of quiddity
(i‘tibariyyat al-mahiyyah), negational aspect (haythiyyat taqyidiyyah nafyiyyah),
amalgamative aspect (haythiyyat taqyidiyyah indimajiyyah), simple reality (al-basit al-
haqiqah).

Introduction

Preserving the unity and self-sufficiency (samadiyyah) of God, alongside the multiplicity
of attributes and names affirmed for the Divine Reality by both revelation (nag/) and
intellect (‘aql), raises a central question in theology proper (al-ildhiyyat bi-mand al-

akhass): How can these multiplicities be reconciled with the unitary and simple Divine
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Essence? Attribution (iftisaf) inherently presupposes a duality between the qualified
(mawstf) and the attribute (sifah), which generates a multiplicity seemingly incompatible
with the pure, simple, and unitary Divine Essence. Given the significance of this issue,
nearly all theological and philosophical schools have sought to address it. Among
theologians, various solutions were proposed, but within the Islamic philosophical
tradition, only the theory of identity of attributes with the Divine Essence garnered
sustained attention. A review of earlier philosophers—all of whom adhered to identity—
reveals that the nature of the relationship between attributes and the Divine Essence
remained ambiguous. No clear explanation had been provided, and the theory lacked
coherence with existing philosophical principles. The difficulty arises from the paradox of
integrating multiplicity within unity—a challenge that Sadr al-Muta’allihin addressed
through the concept of tahaqquqat itibariyyah (abstracted actualizations). In the

framework of Transcendent Wisdom (al-Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), the challenge of
integrating multiplicity within unity first appears in general metaphysics (al-ilahiyyat bi-
mda nd al-a amm), particularly in discussions concerning existence and quiddity. Externally,
there is a single entity, yet two distinct concepts—existence (hasti/wujid) and quiddity
(chisti/mahiyyah)—are apprehended from it, and both cannot constitute the external reality
of that entity. Sadr al-Muta’allihin resolves this multiplicity, which seemingly undermines
the entity’s unity, through the introduction of abstracted actualization (tahaqquq i ‘tibari).

The path taken in § adrian philosophy to address the identity of attributes and the
multiplicities within the Divine Essence passes through abstracted actualization as it relates
to quiddity. The core of both metaphysical and theological discussions lies in abstracted
actualization and reality (mawjudiyyat itibariyyah), which is directly pertinent to

understanding identity in both subject matter and methodology. Accordingly, grasping Sadr
al-Muta’allihin’s treatment of the abstracted nature of quiddity is crucial for comprehending

and resolving the internal challenges of the theory of identity.

However, among contemporary scholars of Sadra, divergent conceptions of the abstracted
nature of quiddity have emerged. A brief review of these interpretations demonstrates their
incompatibility with the Sadrian philosophical framework and their inadequacy in
achieving the results that Sadr al-Muta’allihin sought in his discussion of the identity of
attributes with the Divine Essence.

Research Findings

The textual evidence indicates that the meaning of i‘tibariyyah underwent several
transformations from its early usage up to the time of Mulla Sadra. For Sadra, abstracted
actualization (tahaqquq i ‘tibari) denotes something that, while existing (mawjid) in the
external world, does not encompass even the smallest portion of the texture and reality of
existence (matn wa hagiqat al-wujiid). This understanding arises within the context of
distinguishing between the texture of external reality (matn al-‘dlam al-waqi) and its

aspects and characteristics (haythiyyat wa khawdss al-matn). This specific meaning of
i‘tibariyyah lies at the heart of the problem of the identity of attributes, providing a
conceptual framework for integrating the multiplicity of Divine names and attributes within
the unitary Divine Essence. Analyses or interpretations of i tibariyyah that diverge from
this understanding fail to address this crucial theological and philosophical challenge.
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Conclusion

The foundation of the theory of the identity of Divine attributes with the Divine Essence
lies in the problem of integrating multiplicity within unity. In Transcendent Wisdom (al-
Hikmah al-Muta‘aliyah), this integration is articulated through foundational principles such
as the fundamentality of existence (asdlat al-wujiid), the abstracted nature of quiddity
(i ‘tibariyyat al-mahiyyah), and gradation in existence (tashkik al-wujiid), along with the
discovery of abstracted realities (haqa iq i tibariyyah).

Within the framework of amalgamative, restrictive actualizations of existence (tahagqquqat
tagyidiyyah indimdjiyyah li al-wujid), all attributes and things are integrated into the
unitary Divine Existence without generating any real multiplicity that would compromise
the simplicity and self-sufficiency (samadiyyah) of the Divine Essence. Mulla Sadra
articulates his views on the meaning and characteristics of i tibariyyah—including the
principle that abstracted realities exist in the external world—under the discussion of the
abstracted nature of quiddity. One of the most significant applications of this framework in
Transcendent Wisdom is the resolution of the problem of the identity of attributes with the
Essence, which is only achievable through the external existence of abstracted matters
(khustusiyyat al-umur al-itibariyyah). In addressing the identity of attributes with the

Essence, Sadr al-Muta’allihin does not separately justify the actualization of each attribute;
rather, he refers the discussion to the abstracted nature of quiddity and frequently
emphasizes the parallel between the actualization of quiddity in relation to existence and
the actualization of attributes in relation to the Divine Essence. Consequently, an incorrect
understanding of i ‘tibariyyah under the category of the reality of quiddity would be
incompatible with the results Sadra aims to achieve in his account of the identity of
attributes.
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