Faculty of Islamic Theology and Studies

Philosophy and Kalam s i o ae) e 3

homepage: hitps://jitp.ut.ac.ir

Abiu ‘Al al- Jubba’i on the Gettier Problem
Abbas Dehghaninejad'™""'| Mohammad Mahdi Dehghani Ashkezari

1. Corresponding Author, Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies Teaching, Farhangian
University, Tehran, Iran. Email: a.dehghaninejad@cfu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Studies Teaching, Farhangian University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: mm.dehghaniashk@cfu.ac.ir

Abstract

Abu Ali al-Jubba’i, in addition to the three well-known conditions of knowledge as justified true
belief, proposed two further conditions: (4) the reliability of the cognitive process and (5) the no-
defeater (indefeasibility) condition. The fourth condition concerns the reliability of the belief-
forming process and closely parallels contemporary Reliabilism, which emphasizes the
acquisition of belief through dependable cognitive faculties. The fifth condition corresponds to a
form of logical consistency or defeasibility requirement; however, given al-Jubba’i’s retention of
the strong condition of truth, the addition of a defeasibility criterion may initially appear
redundant. Nevertheless, this condition closely aligns with the Defeasibility Theory developed by
Lehrer and Paxson. Al-Jubba’i also objected to Abu al-Hudhayl al-° Allaf’s emphasis on epistemic
accessibility, arguing that one may possess knowledge without being able to articulate a
supporting argument. The convergence of his views with Reliabilism and Defeasibility Theory,
together with his rejection of the accessibility requirement, clearly situates al-Jubba'i within the
framework of Epistemic Externalism. Examining the works of Muslim theologians through
contemporary epistemological frameworks reveals a rich and sophisticated tradition of
philosophical inquiry that remains highly relevant to modern epistemological debates.

Keywords: : epistemology, Abu Ali al-Jubba'i, The Gettier Problem, the definition of knowledge,
epistemic externalism.

Introduction

Although epistemology is often regarded as a modern discipline, its central questions have been
debated since antiquity. Within the Islamic intellectual tradition, as well, epistemological issues
have been discussed and examined in philosophy, theology (kalam), and even in the principles of
jurisprudence (usil al-figh). Mu ‘tazilite theologians, owing to their strong rationalist
commitments, engaged with these issues in particular depth. The most extensive extant source for
these discussions is Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar’s al-Mughni, especially the volume al-Nazar wa al-
Ma'‘arif (Reflection and Cognitions), which records and critically evaluates earlier positions,
including those of his teacher, Abu Ali al-Jubba’i. Re-examining this intellectual heritage through
contemporary epistemological frameworks reveals its substantial potential to contribute
meaningfully to present-day philosophical debates.

Research Findings
1. Additions to the Traditional Justified True Belief Analysis

Abu ‘Alf al-Jubba'1 introduced two conditions beyond the traditional justified true belief (JTB)
account of knowledge:

a) Reliability of the Belief-Forming Process: The belief must be generated by a reliable cognitive
process (e.g., veridical perception or trustworthy transmission). This condition aligns his position
with core principles of Reliabilism.

b) The No-Defeater Condition (Indefeasibility): A justified true belief must not be susceptible to
actual or potential defeaters. This introduces a defeasibility requirement into the analysis of
knowledge.
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2. Affinity with Epistemic Externalism

By rejecting accessibility to the believer’s conscious awareness as a necessary condition for
justification, and by emphasizing reliable belief-forming processes and the absence of defeaters—
factors external to the subject’s perspective—al-Jubba'1’s account exhibits central features of
Epistemic Externalism.

Conclusion

Abu “Alf al-Jubba'1 defined knowledge as a justified true belief formed by a reliable process and
immune to defeaters. His refinements of the tripartite definition anticipate several key
developments in contemporary epistemology: the reliability condition parallels Reliabilism, while
the no-defeater requirement foreshadows Defeasibility Theory. Moreover, his rejection of
internalist accessibility firmly situates his account within an externalist framework of justification.
Taken together, this demonstrates that the Islamic theological tradition engaged in sophisticated
epistemological analysis that remains relevant to modern debates, including responses to the
Gettier problem.
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