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Abstract

This article addresses the formalization of the concept of non-detailed awareness (al- 1lm al-
ijmalt) within the discipline of Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence (usil al-figh). For this purpose,
the proposed symbolic representation must accurately capture the specific characteristics of non-
detailed awareness as extensively discussed in Usil al-Figh. Following an introduction to the
concept, the study points to two key doctrinal issues: its bindingness (munjiziyat) and its
dissolution (inhilal). Subsequently, the article presents a perspective advanced by contemporary
researcher Mahmoud Morvarid concerning the nature of non-detailed awareness. According to
this view, the object of such awareness can be explained through a disjunctive proposition. By
analyzing a central assumption in Morvarid's framework—namely, that non-detailed and detailed
awareness share the same epistemic nature, differing only in their intentional objects—we
demonstrate that his approach fails to provide an adequate foundational model for formalizing
non-detailed awareness in a manner that fulfills all the requirements set forth in Usil al-Figh.
Therefore, drawing on scholars of Usil al-Figh who conceptualize non-detailed awareness as a
conjunction of an awareness and two unawarenesses, we refine the formalization suggested by
the aforementioned view. We propose symbolizing non-detailed awareness as one awareness (of
a disjunctive proposition) coupled with two unawarenesses (regarding its components),
formalized as:

B(pvg) A—Bp A—Bq

We further demonstrate that this formalization effectively represents the characteristics of non-
detailed awareness as emphasized by scholars of Usil al-Figh.

Keywords: non-detailed awareness, disjunctive proposition, epistemic logic, dissolution (inhilal)
of non-detailed awareness, bindingness (munjiziyat) of non-detailed awareness.

Introduction

This paper aims to develop a symbolic representation of non-detailed awareness (al- llm al-
ijmali) within the discipline of Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence (usil al-figh). A successful
model must accurately capture the key characteristics of ‘Ilm al-ijmali as discussed in classical
and contemporary literature. Two of the most critical doctrinal discussions ren

1. Bindingness (munjiziyat) of non-detailed awareness : This refers to its legally binding power.
For example, if we have a non-detailed awareness that drinking from one of two cups is
prohibited, the prevailing view among scholars of usil al-figh is that, in such a case, a person is
prohibited from drinking from either cup.

2. Dissolution (inhilal) of non-detailed awareness : This examines the status of the initial non-
detailed awareness once one of its disjuncts becomes specifically known. While this issue takes
various forms, it can be explained through its clearest example as follows: When we have a non-
detailed awareness that a drop of blood has fallen into one of two cups, and we subsequently come
to realize specifically that the drop of blood fell into the right-hand cup, the question arises: Does
that initial non-detailed awareness dissolve? In this example, there is a consensus among scholars
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of usil al-figh that the non-detailed awareness is thereby dissolved, losing its legal effects (such
as the prohibition of drinking from both cups). Consequently, one may drink from the left-hand
cup.

The study critiques a contemporary view proposed by Mahmud Marwarid, which posits that non-
detailed awareness and detailed awareness share an identical epistemic nature, differing only in
their objects. According to this view, the object of non-detailed awareness can be represented by
a disjunctive proposition (pVvq)..

Research Findings

Using an epistemic belief operator "B, this leads to the symbolic formulation B(p V q). The paper
argues that Marwarid's model is insufficient for two primary reasons:

- It cannot logically account for the dissolution of non-detailed awareness . From the premises
B(p V q) and the acquisition of detailed knowledge B(p), one cannot logically infer ~B(p V q),
which would be necessary to formally represent the dissolution of the original awareness.

- It leads to counterintuitive obligations. From any instance of detailed knowledge B(p), one could
derive a non-detailed belief B(p V q) for any arbitrary proposition 'q’. Adhering to the practical
implications of this derived belief would imply an obligation towards 'q’, a result that is
conceptually problematic and contrary to juristic intuition. Instead, the formalization of ‘[lm al-
ijmali should be founded upon the view of scholars like Naeini, who define ‘Ilm al-ijmali as a
compound of one awareness (of a disjunctive proposition) and two unawarenesses (regarding its
components). The proposed symbolic representation is:

B(pvq) A =Bp A —Bgq. This formulation effectively captures the essential features of ‘Ilm al-ijmalt
and aligns more coherently with the discussions in Usil al-Figh.

Conclusion

This article has demonstrated that symbolically representing non-detailed awareness in a manner
adequate for jurisprudential discussions requires more than merely believing a disjunctive
proposition. Beyond awareness of the disjunction itself, the formalization must incorporate
ignorance of each component, necessitating the framework of epistemic logic. This approach
applies an epistemic operator to the disjunction while conjoining the explicit ignorance of its
components, resulting in a compound sentence that fully captures the essence of "non-detailed
awareness ." Therefore, the proposed symbolic expression is:

B(pVvq)A—BpA—Bqg.
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