Faculty of Islamic Theology and Studies

% Philosophy and Kalam e cosmn

homepage: hitps://jitp.ut.ac.ir

University of Tehran

Propositions Refractory to the Theory of Predication in the Thought of
Seyed Sadr al-Din Dashtaki
Ahmad Hosseini Sangchal'

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Faculty of Theology and
Islamic Studies, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran. Email: s.a.hosseini69(@ut.ac.ir

Abstract

The theory of predication seeks to explain predicative propositions, each of which rests on certain
principles. While these principles account for some propositions, they encounter difficulties in
explaining others. Dashtaki refers to two theories of predication within the Islamic philosophical—
logical tradition, contending that both are incapable of explaining certain kinds‘of prepositions. In
my view, the problematic propositions for these theories can be classified into‘ten categories,
which I call “propositions that the theory of predication cannot explain.”’2According to Dashtaki,
earlier theories of predication attempted to integrate the attributes of-the subject orpredicate into
the theory itself—a move that ultimately undermined their explanatety power. He therefore
formulated a new theory of predication, incorporating specific elements /to address these
challenging propositions. The denial of relationality, the théory, of the.indeterminacy of the
derived term (mushtaq), and a particular reading of the far‘iyya rules—each consistent with his
theory of predication—enable him to tackle these issues. Propositions such as al-insan mawjud
(“man exists”) are among the most problematic. Accepting relationality (nisba) within the theory
of predication leads to an inevitable duality between “man’™ and *“existence” in external reality;
the conventional theory of the derived term regards “existence” as abstracted from man only when
actual existence is established for him; and the rule knownsas far‘iyya requires the prior existence
of man. In this article, while presenting my interpretation of Dashtak1’s theory and its components,
I demonstrate how this theory/@ims to explain challenging propositions such as al-insan mawjud.
In Dashtak1’s view, previous theories<of predication suffered from a fundamental flaw: they
incorporated the specifics of the subject or predicate into the theoretical framework itself, thereby
rendering them unable to account for certain propositions.

Keywords: attribution of existence to essence, derived term (mushtaq), far‘iyya rule, Seyed Sadr
al-Din Dashtaki, theory of predication!

Introduction

The theory of predication seeks to explain predicative propositions. At times, a given theory of
predication may encounter difficulties in accounting for certain propositions. Dashtaki discusses
two theories of predication proposed by his predecessors, arguing that each fails to provide an
adequate explanation for some cases. According to the first theory, a proposition such as “every
human is knowledgeable” is understood as the establishment of knowledge for humans. In
contrast, the/second theory interprets this proposition as the unity (itfihad) of “human” and
“knowledgeable” in their referent. Both theories encounter specific difficulties: the first theory,
for instance, cannot adequately explain propositions such as “Zayd is blind,” as it entails the
external existence of “blindness” for Zayd, whereas “blindness’ has no independent existence in
external reality. The second theory faces problems in cases such as “Zayd is a human” or “the
human is universal,” where the required unity between subject and predicate cannot always be
established. In my analysis, these problematic cases can be classified into ten categories, which I
refer to as “propositions that escape the theory of predication.” Dashtaki seeks to overcome these
limitations by developing a new theory of predication.
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Research Findings

In Dashtaki’s view, the two preceding theories of predication suffer from a fundamental flaw:
they incorporate specific features of the subject or predicate into the theory itself, thereby
rendering them incapable of accounting for certain propositions. Consequently, Dashtaki
endeavors to construct a new theory of predication founded on the following principles:

1. He denies the role of relationality within the theory itself.

2. He regards derived terms such as mawjud (“‘existent”) as neither composite nor simple,
but instead posits a third category—the theory of the indeterminacy of the derived term.

3. He reconstructs the far iyya rule in accordance with his account of predication

Propositions like al-insan mawjud (“man exists”) remain among the most chall
theory of predication. Accepting a relational account within the theory entails a
“man” and “‘existence” in external reality—an implication that generates e
According to the prevailing view of derived terms, for “existent” to be
actual existence must first be established for man; likewise, the far
existence of man.

res the prior

Conclusion

Accordmg to Dashtakl ] theory of predlcatlon the proposm awjud (“man exists”)
positing any relationality
that would imply a duality between them. Dashtaki fu [ that derived terms such as
mamy‘ud (“existent”) are indeterminate, makmg it p@Ssik “man” and “existent” to be unified
in reality even if actual existence has not an.” Moreover, the far iyya
rule, in his account, does not entail a ‘man”; rather, it affirms the unity of
“man” and “existent” in external reali essarily requires the instantiation of both
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