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Abstract

Khorasan, as one of Iran’s foremost centers of civilization and thought, has historically been home
to two major philosophical schools: Mashhad and Sabzevar. Over the past two centuries, these
schools have played a pivotal role in the transmission and development of Islamic philosophy
(hikmah) and rational sciences. Notably, their profound influence on the Najaf Seminary—one of
the most important Shi‘a scholarly centers—has been especially significant.

This study, employing a historical-geographical perspective and a descriptive-analytical
methodology, systematically examines the extent and nature of this influence. The findings
indicate that the impact of Khorasan’s philosophical schools on the Najaf Seminary can be
discerned in several key areas:

* The integration of rational and traditional sciences;

* The strengthening of rational approaches within religious studies;

* The formation of the Shi‘a mystical-philosophical tradition in Najaf}
* The broadening of intellectual horizons;

* The training of a new generation of thinkers.

This dynamic intellectual interaction brought about a profound transformation in the Najaf
Seminary’s intellectual environment and paved the way for the emergence of a new Shi‘a
intellectual tradition. This tradition, characterized by a synthesis of philosophical rationality,
mysticism, and jurisprudence, is today recognized as one of the most influential currents in the
contemporary Islamic world.

Keywords: Khorasan, Mashhad philosophical school, Sabzevar philosophical school, rational
sciences, Najaf Seminary.

Introduction

The Najaf Seminary has shone as the scientific and intellectual capital of Shi‘ism since the
migration of Shaykh al-Tusi to this city. For over a millennium, it has served as the principal home
of prominent Shi‘a scholars and jurists. Traditionally renowned as a central base for teaching the
classical Islamic sciences—particularly jurisprudence (figh) and its principles (usi! al-fighy—the
seminary has, in the last century, witnessed a significant rise in the prominence of the intellectual
sciences (‘uliim ‘aqliya). The principal source of this transformation can be traced to the
philosophical schools of Iran, with Khorasan playing a particularly vital role. The philosophical
traditions of Mashhad and Sabzevar—two major centers in Khorasan—have had an especially
important impact on the formation and development of philosophical thought in Iran and the
Islamic world, and, notably, on the Najaf Seminary. Many leading philosophers, philosophy
teachers, and even mystics associated with the Najaf mystical school completed their advanced
philosophical training in Mashhad or Sabzevar. Among the prominent figures who exemplify this
intellectual link are Akhund Khorasani, Mulla Hossein Qoli Hamedani, Shaykh Sadra Badkubehi,
Fayz Gonabadi, Shaykh Abbas Quchani, Mirza Hassan Bojnourdi, Shaykh Mohammad Ali
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Ardebili, Muslim Malkouti, Shaykh Mohammad Hossein Khorasani, Seyyed Mohammad Saadat
Mostafavi, and Shams Qafqazi.

Research Findings

This study finds that the influence of Khorasan’s philosophical schools on the Najaf Seminary
can be analyzed across several main domains:

1. Integration of Rational and Traditional Sciences:

Upon entering Najaf, philosophers from Khorasan laid the foundation for the creative synthesis
of rational sciences with traditional disciplines such as jurisprudence and its principles. A clear
example is seen in the works of Akhund Khorasani and his eminent student Shaykh Mohammad
Hossein Isfahani, who transformed the science of jurisprudential principles through the
application of their philosophical backgrounds.

2. Strengthening the Rational Approach:

The introduction of philosophical ideas in Najaf significantly reinforced rational modes of
inquiry—not only within the rational sciences themselves but also in the interpretation of the
Qur’an and Hadith. Allamah Tabataba’i’s marginalia on Allama Majlisi’s Bihar al-Anwar is a
notable example of this rationalist infusion.

3. Formation of the Shi‘a Mystical-Philosophical School:

The blending of philosophical teachings with Najaf’s mystical tradition led to the emergence of a
distinctive Shi‘a mystical-philosophical school, marked by a synthesis of strict adherence to
SharT ‘a and robust intellectual inquiry. This tradition began with figures like Mulla Husayn Qoli
Hamedani, a prominent disciple of Hajj Mulla Hadi Sabzevari, and profoundly influenced
subsequent thinkers such as Seyyed Ahmad Karbala’i and Ayatollah Qazi.

4. Catalyzing Religious Intellectualism and Social Movements:

The arrival of philosophical thought in Najaf expanded intellectual horizons and helped foster a
rational approach to new challenges facing the Islamic world. Seyyed Jamal al-Din Asadabadi, a
student of Mulla Husayn Qoli Hamedani, is a prominent example whose thought contributed to
the rise of religious intellectualism and social activism.

5. Cultivating a New Generation of Thinkers:

This intellectual synergy produced a new generation of philosophers and scholars capable of
integrating philosophical traditions with Najaf’s time-honored scholarly practices. Notable among
them are Shaykh Mohammad Hossein Gharavi Isfahani, Allamah Tabataba’i, Shaykh
Mohammad Reza Mozaffar, and Shahid Sadr.

6. Impact on Contemporary Intellectual Movements:

These philosophical interactions have profoundly shaped contemporary intellectual and socio-
political movements within the Islamic world.

Conclusion

Although the Najaf Seminary has traditionally been regarded as a bastion of classical religious
sciences, the influx of philosophers and teachers of rational sciences from Iran in recent centuries
has brought about notable shifts in intellectual orientation. Khorasan, as a major center of
intellectual sciences in Iran, has played an indispensable role in transferring and advancing Islamic
philosophy within the Najaf Seminary. The profound effects of this intellectual exchange extend



Faculty of Islamic Theology and Studies

Philosophy and Kalam s i o ae) e 3

homepage: hitps://jitp.ut.ac.ir

University of Tehran

far beyond the simple transfer of knowledge, manifesting in fundamental transformations in
Najaf’s intellectual and scientific landscape. This research not only highlights Khorasan’s central
place in the history of Islamic intellectual sciences but also underscores the necessity and
fruitfulness of a historical-geographical approach in tracing intellectual developments across the
Islamic world. Indeed, the history of Islamic philosophy remains incomplete without considering
the regional schools and their complex interactions. Based on these findings, it is hoped that future
studies will further analyze these intellectual networks and reciprocal influences among
philosophical traditions in Iran and beyond.
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