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Abstract

The study of human affections is a significant and practical issue within both psychology and
epistemology. This research aims to elucidate the process by which affections are formed and
regulated within the realm of human imagination, drawing upon Mulla Sadra’s philosophical
innovations. Employing an analytical methodology, we demonstrate that Mulla Sadra elevates
imagination from a passive faculty of perception to an active and dynamic dimension of the
soul—one capable of generating forms, comprehending meanings, storing and possessing these
forms and meanings, whether in conjunction with Reason or independently. The imaginative
realm thus plays a crucial role in the management of human affections and enjoys a unity and
integrity with the soul at the level of imagination. Consequently, it synthesizes and integrates both
the perceptual and desiderative components of affection. Human affections, as conceived here,
possess both cognitive and conative dimensions, and the imaginative faculty shapes affections by
mediating and managing these two domains. Ultimately, in Sadra’s philosophical system, the
imaginative faculty is endowed with the threefold functions of perception, preservation, and
possession, enabling it to create, sustain, and regulate human affections.
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Introduction

Mulla Sadra did not explicitly address the topic of affections in his works. However, drawing
upon his philosophical innovations, it is possible to construct an analysis of the nature of affections
and elucidate the role of the imagination in their formation and management. This study aims to
explain Mulla Sadra’s novel account of imagination and, on this basis, examine how imagination
contributes to the emergence and regulation of human affections. Three key conceptions of
imagination can be discerned. First, imagination is understood as a level of the world itself.
Second, it is viewed as one of the soul’s perceptual faculties—traditionally regarded as a passive
faculty responsible for preserving and maintaining forms. Third, and most innovatively in Mulla
Sadra’s philosophy, imagination is recognized as a realm of human existence in its own right.
According to Sadra, in the act of perceiving sensory objects, the human rational soul becomes
identical with the senses, and in apprehending intelligible realities, it becomes identical with the
intellect.

Research Findings

Affection, as analyzed here, consists of both perceptual and conative (tendency-related) elements.
Mulla Sadra introduces transformative innovations regarding the faculty of imagination. He
elevates it from a passive perceptual function to an active realm of the soul, capable of creating
forms, comprehending meanings, and storing and possessing them—either with the assistance of
reason or independently. For Sadra, the imagination is not a passive recipient but an active creative
force, enabling the soul to invent and generate imaginary forms. Beyond this, the capacity to
preserve and sustain esoteric or revelatory perceptions is also attributed specifically to the
imaginative faculty. In Sadra’s view, the soul evolves from one existential level to another through
the process of perception, ultimately attaining the highest—rational—level.
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Conclusion

In Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, imagination is not merely one perceptual faculty among others; it
constitutes a realm of the soul that forms, understands, stores, preserves, and possesses forms and
meanings, either in conjunction with reason or autonomously. Imagination, therefore, is not only
the perceiver of perceptions but also the activator of stimuli. This imaginative realm directs human
affections, such that, according to the characteristics of each level of the soul, corresponding
affections are formed. The perceptual aspect of affections is shaped by an individual’s beliefs,
while their conative dimension arises from their tendencies and inclinations. Imagination
produces personal affections by integrating these beliefs and tendencies, resulting in emotions
distinctive to each individual. Furthermore, the imaginative realm undertakes the planning and
management of affections at its own level, remaining unified and integrated with the soul, and
thereby facilitating the synthesis of the perceptual and conative principles underlying affections.
From this perspective, affections are the artistic synthesis of perceptions (beliefs) and tendencies
within the human soul, shaped according to one’s existential state and level of imaginative
development, and in turn, they create personal emotional environments or “ecosystems.” Thus,
the existential level of the soul determines the nature of one’s affections. Varying degrees of
abstraction and development in the soul and imagination correspond to different lifestyles, each
characterized by affections fitting its nature, with imagination playing an active and decisive role
in their formation. In individuals who do not ascend to the rational realm, the formation of
affections falls mainly to the imagination, and it is these affections that influence lifestyle,
personality, and broader aspects of identity.
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