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Abstract

Throughout Islamic intellectual history, a wide range of conceptions of God havebeen'articulated,
among which the problematic view of Ibn ‘Arabi—identifying God with AbsoluteExistence (al-
wujid al-mutlaq)—stands out. Numerous critiques have been leveled against this identification,
but the objections of Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani are particularly notable for their originality, clarity,
and lasting influence on post-classical Islamic thought. In his Sharh al-Magqasid, al-Taftazant
formulates several arguments against Ibn ‘Arabi’s conception of God, focusing on the
philosophical notion of Existence. Al-Taftazant regards Absolute Existences@s a ma‘qul thant
(secondary intelligible), a universal concept in the mind with no extrasmental reality, which is
instantiated only through its particular instances in the external world. He contends that this notion
of Absolute Existence cannot be identical with God.(er NecessaryExistence), since God is an
actual entity (haqiqat fi al-kharij) and not merely a mental concept. This article critically examines
al-Taftazant’s objections, arguing that his reading is;misleading and that his refutation is grounded
in a conception of Absolute Existencethat:differs significantly from that held by Ibn ‘Arabi and
his followers. Having contextualized al-Taftazan1’s objections, I have sought to reconsider and
rearticulate Ibn ‘Arabi’s conception of God.

Keywords: Ibn ‘Arabi, .al-Taftazaniy Absolute Existence (al-wujid al-mutlaq), Akbarian
tradition, Conceptions of God.

Introduction

Conceptions of God zémain an understudied topic in the Persian-language academic literature on
Islamic philosophy. Prevailing discussions typically focus on the existence of God, rather than on
the more! fundarmental question of what, or who, the God is whose existence is being proven. In
addition to the well-known conception of God as wholly distinct from the world, Islamic
intellectual, history presents alternative conceptions. Among these, the view advanced by Ibn
‘Arabt has proven particularly problematic and controversial. This paper explores Ibn ‘Arabi’s
conception of Godrand critically engages with Sa‘d al-Din al-Taftazani’s well-known refutations.
The analysis is based on a close study of the primary works of both Ibn ‘Arabi and al-Taftazani,
without recourse to later interpretations or receptions of their positions. Al-Taftazani’s critiques
of Ibn ‘Arabi have become classical, forming the metaphysical foundation for much of the
subsequent criticism of Akbarian thought. Prominent followers of Ibn ‘Arabi—including ‘Abd
al-Rahman Jami, Hamzah Fanari, ‘Ali b. Ahmad Maha’imi, Muhammad b. Rastl Barzanji,
Ibrahtm Kiirani, and others—considered these refutations serious enough to warrant extensive
responses. This article offers a detailed study of al-Taftazant’s objections to Akbarian metaphysics
in Persian scholarship.

Research Findings

In this study, we have articulated al-Taftazant’s refutations of Ibn ‘Arabi’s conception of God in
the form of logical syllogisms, in order to systematically clarify their structure and underlying
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assumptions. The analysis demonstrates that al-Taftazan1’s objections are fundamentally rooted
in his distinctive interpretation of the nature of Absolute Existence (al-wujud al-mutlaq), an
interpretation which, crucially, diverges from that of Ibn ‘Arabi and his followers in the Akbarian
tradition.

Conclusion

Although the notion of Absolute Existence (al-wujud al-mutlaq) is frequently regarded as self-
evident (badihi) and thus beyond the need for explicit definition, considerable controversy
surrounds its precise nature and status. Al-Taftazani, in line with many Muslim philosophers and
theologlans con51ders Absolute Ex1stence a ma‘qul thant (secondary mtelhglble) a umversal

such that existence itself (in its highest sense) is identified with God, who does
substratum or external referent. In later Islamic intellectual history, this concepti

critiques of Akbarian metaphysics are grounded in his particular
Existence. However, Ibn ‘Arabi’s understanding of Absolute Existe
from al-Taftazant’s interpretation. Consequently, it appears th:
based on a misreading or misinterpretation of the Akbarian po
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