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Abstract

Sheykh Shihab al-Din Suhrawardi employs the term Hiir Qalya in his works, yet its precise
meaning and etymology remain the subject of scholarly debate. Previous studies have variously
traced its origin to Persian (Pahlavi), Greek, Syriac, or Hebrew. The term is also utilized in the
theology of the Shaykhiyya school, and this specific usage has at times led to misinterpretations
when applied to Suhrawardt’s Ishraqt system of thought. This article introduces and critically
examines the nine principal interpretations proposed thus far and advances a new reading of the
term. According to this reading, the first component, hiir, signifies “sun,” while qalya, drawn
from ancient medicine and natural science, denotes “roasting,” making the literal meaning
“cooking by the sun.” Within the framework of Suhrawardi’s hikmat al-ishraq (Philosophy of
IMlumination), Hiir Qalya designates a spiritual rank for saliks (seekers) who attain maturity by
means of the “sun of truth,” thus becoming capable of extraordinary actions. This stage precedes
Khurrat-i Kayant and pertains to intermediate seekers along the mystical path. The article
clarifies both the lexical and technical usage of the term, drawing on contexts from
Suhrawardt’s treatise al-Mutarahat.

Keywords: linguistics, Suhrawardi, Shaykh-i Ishraq, natural sciences, Hur Qalya.

Introduction

This article examines the various theories regarding the origin and meaning of the term Hiir Qalya
in the works of Suhrawardi and advances a new interpretation. The term appears twice in the
writings of Shaykh al-Ishraq (Suhrawardi, 1380c: 254; Suhrawardi, 1380z: 494).

To date, nine main theories have been proposed regarding the meaning and linguistic origin of
Hiur Qalya:

1. It is derived from the Hebrew expression habal qarnayim, meaning “radiance of vapor.”
2.1t is derived from the name of the Greek philosopher Heraclitus or from “Heraclya.”

3. The term is Greek and means “the other world.”

4. The term is of Syriac origin.

5. The term is a misreading of the Persian word Xvaniras.

6. The term is a modified dialectical form of the word fravahar.

7.1t means “the land of the sun” or “the solar clime.”

8. It means “solar body.”

9.1t means “the fortress of the sun.”

This article reviews these theories in detail and, drawing on Suhrawardi’s texts and relevant
linguistic evidence, offers a new interpretation of Hiir Qalya within the framework of Hikmat al-
Ishragq.
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Research Findings

The new interpretation advanced in this article proposes that hiir signifies “sun” and qalya is a
term from natural philosophy employed in the works of Ibn Sina (Avicenna). In ancient natural
philosophy, galya denotes “roasting” or “heating” (Ibn Sina, 1404: 2/224; Ibn Sina, 1426: 4/473).
By incorporating this technical term, Suhrawardt conceptualizes Hur Qalya as the illumination of
the salik (seeker) by the “sun of truth,” culminating in a stage of spiritual maturity — or “ripening
by the sun.” As Shahrziiri explains in Shajarat al-Ilahiyya, Hiir Qalya refers to a distinct spiritual
station (Shahrztri, 1384: 2/368). In the treatise al-Mashari® wa al-Mutarahat, certain passages
parallel Suhraward1’s concise remarks on Hiir Qalya. According to the interpretation presented
here, Har Qalya precedes the station of Khurrah-yi Kayani and pertains specifically to
intermediate seekers. It is also linked to the spiritual rank of kun (“Be!”) (Suhrawardi, 1380c:
242), wherein the seeker attains a state such that things come into being in accordance with their
will and imagination.

Conclusion

Numerous hypotheses have been advanced regarding the linguistic derivation and technical
import of Hur Qalya. This article has critically examined nine principal etymological and
semantic proposals. Many earlier readings remain largely lexical, shaped by ShahrztuT’s
expositions and the distinct usage of the term within the Shaykhiyya tradition, often neglecting its
philosophical significance within Suhrawardi’s system. Drawing upon the usage of galya in
ancient medicine and natural philosophy, this article proposes the lexical meaning of “ripening by
the sun” for Hiir Qalya. In line with three previous positions, the term’s first element, hir, is
understood as “sun,” and qalya is construed—within the context of ancient natural philosophy—
as “melting” or “roasting.” Passages from al-Mashari‘ wa al-Mutarahat employing the image of
molten iron to describe the soul’s receptivity to the worlds of light correspond closely with
Suhrawardi’s account of Hiir Qalya, thus helping clarify its technical meaning. Thus, considering
the sun’s spiritual and esoteric significance in [lluminationist philosophy, it is argued that the term
denotes an esoteric and spiritual station for intermediate seekers, whose souls have been ripened
by the illumination of the “sun of truth.” Consequently, Hiir Qalya, alongside Jabalga and Jabarsa,
operates as a symbolic designation for spiritual stations.
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