Faculty of Islamic Theology and Studies

% Philosophy and Kalam e et i s

homepage: hitps://jitp.ut.ac.ir
University of Tehran

Quran-Based Ceriticism of Ibn Arabi’s Interpretations of the Verses
Concerning the People of Prophet Noah (PBUH) in Fusis al-Hikam

Mahmoud Saidiy'>""'| Hasan Asgharpour?

1. Corresponding Author, Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Philosophy and Wisdom,
Faculty of Humanities, Shahed University, Tehran, Iran. Email: m.saidiy@shahed.ac.ir

2. Associate Professor, Department of Quran and Hadith, Faculty of Humanities, Shahed University,
Tehran, Iran. Email: h.asgharpour@shahed.ac.ir

Abstract

The Noahian chapter (Fass al-Nuhi) is one of the most significant sections of Fusiis al-
Hikam, in which Ibn Arabi examines and interprets the verses related to Prophet Noah
(PBUH) and his people. Completely departing from the literal and explicit meanings of the
Quranic verses, Ibn Arabi asserts that the people of Noah were not idol worshippers but
rather individuals who experienced divine manifestations and inner spiritual visions.
According to him, they possessed two mystical states: tashbih (anthropomorphism) and
tanzih (transcendence). They witnessed God's manifestation in all forms and creations
while believing in His transcendence beyond flaws and deficiencies. Ibn Arabi also claimed
that Prophet Noah (PBUH) solely invited them to the transcendent aspect of God (tanzih),
which led to their rejection of his message. This descriptive-analytical study demonstrates
that such hierarchical (t@il1) interpretations are incompatible with the explicit and apparent
meanings of the Quran and contradict the relationship between the apparent and hidden
meanings. The Quran explicitly describes Noah’s people as idol worshippers, and it is clear
that Prophet Noah spared no effort in guiding them toward faith. Given their idol worship,
it is certainly inaccurate to attribute mystical experiences or divine manifestations to them.
Even if they had such attributes or spiritual ranks, the call to monotheism by Noah would
have been meaningless.

Keywords: Ibn Arabi, Noah, ta'wil (interpretation), Fusiis al-Hikam, tashbih and tanzih
(Anthropomorphism and Transcendence).

Introduction

The third chapter of Fusis al-Hikam —and one of its most detailed sections—is dedicated
to Prophet Noah (PBUH). In this chapter, Ibn Arabi examines and interprets the Quranic
verses concerning Prophet Noah and his people, offering unique perspectives and
interpretations of these verses. Based on Ibn Arabi's interpretive and mystical principles in
Fusiis al-Hikam, his explanations regarding the verses about Prophet Noah, the nature of
his call, and his community are rooted in Ibn Arabi's personal mystical experiences. Since
mystical visions are entirely subjective, they may hold authority for the individual who has
experienced them but not necessarily for others. Thus, the only way to assess Ibn Arabi's
claims in Fusiis al-Hikam is by comparing them with the definitive teachings of religious
texts in some cases and with rational arguments in others. The purpose of this study is to
analyze his views in the Noahian chapter through this method.
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Research Findings

The findings of this study reveal that Ibn Arabi’s interpretations are hierarchical (tawil tili)
but are incompatible with the literal meanings of the Quranic verses, resulting in a
contradiction between the apparent and the hidden meanings. Contrary to Ibn Arabi, who
did not regard the people of Prophet Noah (PBUH) as idol worshippers but rather as
individuals witnessing divine self-manifestations, the Quran presents three categories of
descriptions regarding the people of Noah: 1) General Reports on Denial and Rejection:
These verses describe the people's rejection, stubborn adherence to false beliefs, and
evasion of truth. 2) Descriptions of the Aristocracy: These verses highlight the behavior of
powerful leaders in Noah's community, accusing him of misguidance, attributing ambition
and arrogance to him, and rejecting his prophecy by likening him to ordinary humans. 3)
God’s Explicit Descriptions: In these verses, God characterizes the people of Noah as
evildoers and unjust individuals who engaged in futile disputes with the Prophet and plotted
against his life.

Given these reports, Prophet Noah’s plea for his people's destruction seems justified. He
called them ignorant and requested divine intervention for their annihilation.

Considering the Quran’s portrayal of this community, attributing mystical and spiritual
states to them is implausible.

Conclusion

In the Noahian chapter (Fass al-Niihi), Ibn Arabi, contrary to the Quranic apparent
meanings, claims the monotheism and high mystical ranks of this community, interpreting
the Quranic verses accordingly. The fundamental critique of Ibn Arabi's interpretations is
their failure to align with the apparent meanings of the text. If there is no alignment between
the apparent and hidden meanings, there can be no connection between them, undermining
the very basis of hierarchical (ti/i) interpretations.
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