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Abstract

The discussion of "universal" and "particular" is a significant and pervasive topic across
both mental and objective realms. This concept extends from essence to existence, making
it an inseparable and decisive part of any philosophical school. A key question arises: How
do the meanings and implications of "universal" and "particular" change with shifts in
philosophical foundations? In the quiddity view, universals and particulars are confined to
conceptual and quiddity domains. The individuation of each particular depends on a
quiddity subsumed under a broader universal concept. Different types of universals are the
results of various quiddity considerations. However, with a shift toward the doctrine of the
primacy and gradational unity of existence, the roles of universals and particulars extend
beyond quiddity correspondence. Existence, while inherently particular and individualized,
universally encompasses all existential levels. Each higher level of existence embodies the
truth of the lower, while each lower existence represents a refinement of the higher. Finally,
in the third journey, the particular, in its specific meaning, signifies the encompassing
nature of a personal existential reality over its manifestations. The universal, on the other
hand, refers to the gradational and expansive manifestation of existence encompassing
divine appearances. Thus, universality and particularity are conceptual considerations that
vary depending on differing perspectives in ontology, whether they pertain to essence,
existence, or their related dimensions.

Keywords: Mulla Sadra, universal, particular, quiddity correspondence, gradational
inclusion.

Introduction

Mulla Sadra, by shifting from the primacy of essence to the primacy of existence,
revolutionized philosophy and introduced it to a new paradigm. This groundbreaking
development led to the belief in the gradational unity of existence (fashkik) and its
extension toward personal unity of being (wahdat al-wujiid al-shakhsiyyah). This paper
employs a descriptive and analytical approach to address how the meanings and statuses of
the terms "universal" and "particular" evolve across three philosophical stages: the
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essentialist approach, the doctrine of the primacy of existence with a gradational
perspective, and the mystical unity of existence.

Research Findings

A) Quiddity Approach: In the essentialist framework, every concept inherently has a
reference that necessarily corresponds to either universality or particularity. A "universal"
is a concept whose application to multiple instances is not impossible. With certain
considerations, it may be attributed external existence. When an essence is regarded
without any condition, it is termed a "natural universal" (kulli tabi'i). A universal concept
may apply to its instances either uniformly or analogically. Since the emergence of
universal and particular concepts originates from essence, their conceptual and judgmental
relationships are entirely grounded in essential principles. B) Gradational Unity of
Existence: According to the doctrine of the primacy of existence, existence is the most
deserving of being called reality, as all things find their truth and existence through it. In
this second stage, universality and particularity transcend essential considerations and
acquire new meanings derived from the truth of existence. Here, particularity and
universality refer to unity and multiplicity, respectively, viewed from different perspectives
on existence and its gradational levels. A "particular" signifies individualized existence,
while a "universal" refers to the expansion and inclusiveness of existence across its
hierarchical levels. C) Mystical Unity of Existence: Based on the premise that the sole true
existence belongs exclusively to the Divine Being, all else — contingent beings — are
sheer relational existence, defined entirely by dependence and connection. In this stage,
gradational multiplicity shifts from the realm of existence to its manifestations. Beyond the
level of the Divine Existence, distinctions between particularity and universality relate to
the precedence, priority, and greater intensity of some levels of manifestation compared to
others.

Conclusion

In the quiddity framework, universality and particularity refer to the extent of a quiddity's
applicability to instances. The application of a universal to a particular is termed
"conformity" (intibdq). However, in the existential paradigms of gradational unity (tashkik)
and personal unity (wahdat al-wujiid al-shakhsiyyah), universality and particularity are
attributes of existence itself and its hierarchical levels. In the second stage, existential
universality indicates the inclusiveness of existence from the highest level — the Necessary
Being — to the lowest. The term "inclusion" (ishtimal) is used here. In the third stage, this
inclusion becomes restricted to manifestations within the hierarchical levels of "expanded
existence" (wujid munbasit), where each higher and more apparent level facilitates the
manifestation of the lower ones. In the paradigm of personal unity, true existence belongs
exclusively to God. Thus, God is a genuine particular, transcendent beyond all defects and
limitations. When describing His relationship with His manifestations, the term
"encompassment" (ihdtah) is employed.
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